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Hon. ¥. DAVIS: The Act clearly
laid down how a member of a union
could be dealt with, but if the share-
holders were not to be responsible,
what alternative would Mr. Gawler
suggest ?

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: He was
going on the injustice of making the
individual shareholder in & company
liable. He drew a distinction between
& shareholder who might have put a
large amount of money into a company
and a member of a union. Their
positions were vastly different. The
member of a union only made a con-
tribution, but not to the same extent
as the shareholder.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following resuit :—

Ayes - -
Noes

Majority for

IN‘-JED

AYES,

Hon. C. Sommers
Hon. T. H. Wilding
1{on, 8ir E. H. Wittenoom

Hon. J. D. Connolly
Hopn. D. G. Gawler
Hon. B. McLarty

Hon. M. L. Mosa Hon. R. J. Lyno
Hoan. W. Patrick (Teller).
NoBs.,

Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. Bir J. W. Hackett
Hon, J. Cornell Hon. B. C. O'Brlen
Hon, J. E. Dodd Hon. F. Davis

Hon. J. M. Drew (Teiler).

Amendment thus passed.
Clause as amended put and passed.
Progresa reported.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.

Pain,

Hon, J. W. Kirwan |Hon. H. P. Celebatch
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SALT INDUSTRY,
ESPERANCE.

Mr. LANDER (for Mr. Gréen) asked
the Minister for Lands: 1, Is he aware
that a'salt company in South Australia
is also interested in the lesse of the
Pink Lake in the Esperance district ?
2, How many men are at present being
employed by the lessee of Pink Lake
in the Esperance district? 3, Has
Mr. McGlew, the lessee of Pink Lake,
applied for & grazing lease, in which
White Lake will be included ? 4, Is he
aware that White Lake contains valuable
deposits of salt, and that its aequirement
will then give the lessee practically a
monopoly of the deposits in the district
that are commercially valuable ? 3§, If
the foregoing is correct, will he refuse
the application for the lease of Whité
Lake, if the same is not already granted ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied :
1, Yes. The Standard Salt Co., Ltd.
2, Nil; though sbout forty men were
employed in August last. 3, No; but
Messrs. McGlew & Morgan {two direct-
ors of the Standard Salt Co., Ltd.) have
applied for the land, excluding White
Lake, which is reserved for water. The
application is not yet approved. 4, Yes.
5, Application has been made for & special
lease for working salt deposits on White
Lake by E. J. McCarthy, manager of
Standard Salt Co., Ltd. A report is
being obtained from o surveyor. If
it is decided to lease ii, applications
will be invited by Gazette notice. Fro-
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vision now. being made for labour coven-
ants and royalty.

QUESTION—LIME PRODUCTION.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Premier :
1, Is the Government aware that arrange-
ments are now being made, under which
the production of lirme in this State will
be controlled by a well-known timber
corporation ¢ 2, Will the Government,
in order to ensure a supply of lime at
fair rates for the building of workers’
dwellings and other public purposes,
consider the advisableness of establishing
State lime worls ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for
the Premier) replied: 1, It has been
rumoured that sueh is the case, but the
Government are not in possession of
any definite information on the point.
2, An investigation of aveilable limestone
deposits is now proceeding to ascertain
whether supplies can be made available
at economical rates.

QUESTION—EKARRI TIMBER.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Works : Whether,
in view of the many damaging and
disparaging remarks made yesterday in
the Federal Parliament in regard to
our timber, the Minister proposed to
make a public statement in regard to
the maftter ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: I do propose at the earliest
possible moment to make a pgeneral
statement to the Chamber outlining the
true value of karri, as submitted by the
records of expert officers of the depert-
ment.

BILL—TRAFFIC.

As o Recommiltal.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hoen.
W. D. Johnson): When in Commit-
tee the member for Beverley (Mr.
Broun) had desired to make an
amendment in referemce to motor wag-
gons, and he (the Minister) had promised
to recommit the Bill in order to insert
the amendment in its proper place.

[ASSEMBLY.]

But, on consulting the Crown Law
authorities, he had been advised that
Clause 50 covered the amendment which
the honourable pentleman had desired
to insert. It was true that Clause 50
would also cover traction engines, as
specified in the proposed amendment,
but the Crown Law authorities were of
opinion that it would be as well if traffic
engines were specially mentioned, al-
though there was no need to specify
motor wagons. TFor that reason it waa
not proposed to overload the Bill with
a clause declared to be unnecessary.

Mr. A. E. Piesse: There is really
no necessity for Clause 45.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Clause
50 really covered the whole.

Recommittal.

On motion by the Minister for Works
Bill recommitted for the further con-
sideration of Clauses 5 and 7.

Hon. M. F. Troy in the Chair ; the
Minister for Works in charge of the
Bilk

Clause 5—Traffic Inspectors and other
officers :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved
an amendment—

That the following be added to stand
as paragraph (e} of Subclause 2 :—'‘may
be dismissed from office by the local
awthority, but only with the approval
of the Minister.”

During the Committee stage attention
had been drawn to this clause, which
provided for the appointment of traffie
inspectors. Hon. members had ex-
pressed the opinion that power should
also be given to the local authority to
disrniss such officers. He (the Minister
for Works) had since consulted the
Crown Law authorities, who considered
that it might be as well to add the
provision, elthough they were of opinion
that the Local Government Acts already
provided for the dismissal of officers.
However, it was desired to specifically
inclnde the provision.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: To somse extent
the new paragraph would meet the
wishes expressed by hon. members.
However, the addition of the words,
* only with the approval of the Minister ™
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would mseke it somewhat complicated,
because in some instances the inspector
would also be the secretary of the board,
and consequently it would be anomalous if
the board could dismiss its secretary
but would have to seek the Minister’s
approval for the dismissal of the inspector.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: If
the secretary happenend to be also
inspector, and the board desired to dis-
miss the secretary, they could do so.
In such a case the dismissal would not
come within the provisions of the measure
at all, for if the secretary was dismissed
it would follow thet the inspector would
be dismissed also, if the one man were
acting in the dual capacity.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Why require the
approval of the Minister ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
objeet of providing for the approval of
the Minister was to secure a guarantee
that the measure was being properly
administered. The board might desire
to dismiss an inspector becsuse he
was carTying out his duties too well.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The amendment
was altogether wrong. Why should the
Minjster have anything to do with the
dismissal of an officer appointed by the
local authority ? If there was any neces-
sity for providing for the approval of
the Minister of such dismissal why
not do away with the local authority
altogether, and let the Minister take over
the control of the board's affairs ¥ The
roads boards were not as bad as the
Minister imagined. They collected the
wheel tax and other taxes, and if they
did not it was nothing to do with the
Minister. The rates they cocllected were
spent without reference to the Minister.
Generally it was intended to leave the
control of all affairs in a roads board
district in the hands of the roads board.
but the Minister now said that an officer
could be dismissed only with the approval
of the Minister. The local authority
was not likely to dismiss an officer for
being over-zealous.

Mr. Lander: It is just what they
will bump him for.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The hon.
member might himself get & bump the
next time he went before his masters.
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It would be better to repeal the Act
under which the roads boards enforced

their authority than to deprive them of

their authority. Why should the Min-
ister say the boards were not doing their
duty * -They were as capable to do
their work as the Government.

Hon. 'W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): There was not a secretary
of a roads board in the State who could
be sacked without permission, and the
same applied to secretaries in almost
every town. Their salaries could not
be reduced without permission, and
that had been brought about by the
present Opposition when they were in
power. Thiz Bill provided that an
inspector should not be dismissed without
the approval of the Minister if he had
merely done hisduty. Would any Minister
insist on a local authority continuing
to employ & seeretary who was also an
inspector if he was not carrying out hia
gecretarial duties properly ¢ This was
only & safeguard in case an officer did
not carry out his duties as inspector.
The Government, of which Mr, Mitchell
was & member, did more to take away the
power from local authorities than any
other Government.

Mr. Foley : That is one good thing to
his credit.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : Roads boaxds
secretaries were appointed by the boards
and the Minister had nothing to do with
their appointment. If such an officer was
appointed secratary to a board of health
that was a different matter.

The Minister for Works: Are there
separate secretaries ?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : There might
bhe.

The Minister the Works: That is
exactly the point.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The point

was that traffic inspectors would not
be appointed to look after the affnirs
of a board of health, butof & voads board.
There was too muoch of this going to
the Minister for approval, The roads
boards were doing good work and if
the Minister wished to make them
self-respectmg he would give them power
instead of taking it away. The Min-
ister appeared to desire to centralise



2008

the work of the roads boards in the
Works Department, Why shauld a see-
retary appointed as traffic inspector
have to get the approval of the Minister ?
Ho had been a member of a roads board
for the greater part of his life and those
bodies did their utmeost to carry out
the law ; but they did not receive the
aasistance which they once received from
the Government. Under the Cart and
Carriage Licenses Act a constable could
ask a driver for his license, but the
police had been instracted to have
nothing to do with it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister} : Who instructed the police ?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: If they had
not been instructed they now took
no interest in it. The assistance of the
police would be valuable. Roads boards
were elected by the ratepayers and it
was the duty of the ratepayers to see that
they did their work. To require Min-
isterial approval for every liftle thing
was treating the local authorities like
children.

Mr. SWAN: While the speech of
the hon. member might not be in-
teresting to most members, he desired
to hear it and he could hear nothing
on account of the conversations heing
carried on. .

The CHAIRMAN: Now that at-
tention had been drawn to the inter-
ruption, he asked members to keep order
while 8 member was speaking.

Mr. LANDER: It was time the
Minister had power to veto the dis-
missal of any officer if he carried out
his duties. Local bodies often requested
the police to assist thern, because their
own officers could not collect licenses.
In several cases where constables had
been asked to take action and had done
80 requests had been made for their
removal. The permission of the Min-
ister should be necessary so that any-
thing of this kind would be impossible.

Hon. J. MITCHELL moved an amend-
ment on the amendment—

That all words afier * authority ™
be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
would be ridiculous to delete this portion
of the proposed new subclause because

[ASSEMBLY.)

the appointment had been agreed to
with the approval of the Minister., The
question of the approval of the Minister
was debated when the Bill was formerly
in Committee and members agreed to the
proposal. If an appointment was subject
to the approval of the Minister then the
dismissal shounld be subject to the ap-
proval of the Minister. The member
for Northem had said that the Govern-
ment would not trust the local bodies,
but the local bodies for years had been
agitating for this Bill. The measure
was drafted as the result of various
representations made at different roads
board conferences and when the Bill waa
drafted, including this clause as printed,
it was submitted to the roads hoard
conference and they agreed to it. Some
members had said that due consideration
hed not been given to the Bill, but since
the roads board conference the executive
of the roads board association represent.
ing, he took it, the best men of the whole
of the roads boeards of the State, had
gone through the Bill again and had
written to him (the Minister) agreeing
to the Bill and endorging it with one or
two exceptions. but they had not taken
exception to this c¢lause, showing that
the Bill was agreeable to the loca) bodies.
 Hon. J. MITCHELL ;: The objection
was to the Minister interfering with an
officer who was paid by the local
authority. The Minister had quite enough
to do without interfering in these matters,
Local authorities should control their
own officers. It might be right if & board
said that they wished the approval of
the Minister to the suitableness of a
person .to fill the position of inspector,
but since it was more than probable
that the secretary of a board would be
the inspector it was only right that the
dismissal of the secretary should carry
with it his dismissal from all offices
which he filled, It was to be hoped the
Committee would leave in the hands of
the local authority the power of dismisaal
without reference to the Minister at all.

Amendment on amendment (Hon. J,
Mitchell's) put and negatived.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE: Was there any
power in the Bill to remunerate inspec-
tors ?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKES : That
matter had been looked into and there
was no question that a local body had
power to remunerate an officer they
appointed under the Roads Act,
The Crown Law Department were of
opinion that not only had boards power
to remunerate but also to dismiss, but it
being so definitely stated that an inspec-
tor's appointment should be subject to
the Minister’s approval, he (the Minister)
thought it well to have it provided that
the dismissal should be subject to the
approvel of the Minister also,

Amendment (the Minister's} put and
possed.

Clause as amended agreed to,

Clause 7—Licenses—when required :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved
&n amendment—

That the following proviso be added
to the clause :—" Provided that no
vehicle license shall be required for the
use on any roud of any agricultural
machine.”

This matter had been debated previously
and the amendment had been inserted
to allow an agricultural machine to be
shifted along a road without a license.

Amendment put and passed; the
clause as amended agreed to.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE : Did the Minister
intend to deal with the question of ex-
empting children's bicyvcles from the
payment of fees ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On
Clause 7 this question was raised, and
when the schedule was reached the fee
for bicycles was reduced to meet the
case.

Bill again reported with further amend
ments.

BILL—DISTRICT FIRE BRIGADES
ACT AMENDMENT.
Message.
. Message from the Governor received
and read recommending the Bill.
Second Reading.
" "Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) in’ moving the second reading
:said : I wish to point out that it has been
Aound by seversl Jocal .authorities . that
#he dmcreased . expenditureg whichy was

Minister) :
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brought about by the coming into force
of the Fire Brigades Act, has made it
almost impossible for them to make ends
meet without increasing their rates,
There is no doubt that at the time the
Fire' Brigades Act was before the House
it was not considered by many local
authorities that the expenditure of
running fire brigades would be =0 heavy
as to necessitate the striking of addi-
tional rates to provide funds for that
purpose. The Act provided that she
local authorities should pay a moiety to
the Fire Brigades Board from the general
rate, and, as hon. members are aware,
during the last few years, the local
anthorities have been handicapped con-
siderably in regard to their finances.
Their subsidies have been decreased
until last year, when they were in-
creased a little, but additional duties
have been cest on the loca! authorities,
and it was found necessary in many
instances that they should have the power
to increase their revenue. Under the
Fire Brigades Act, the local authorities
consisted of 50 roads board districts
and municipalities. OQut of this total,
there were 18 distriets in which there was
a prescribed arem, that is, that the
fire brigade had jurisdiction over only
& portion of a municipal or road distriet.
Therefore, thers are only 18 districts
at present out of the fifty which are
liable to contribute for a prescribed
area only to the fire brigade funds.
In 1910 there was a total of £9,339
158. whith had to be paid by the
local authorities. In 1911 the total
was £8,506 105, end in 1912 the
total weas £11,250. The amount in
1912 incronsed because of the greater
expenses of running the fire brigade,
due to the growth of the towns and the
erection of larger. buildings. It is only
natural to expect this increase because
of the necessity .to secure additional
appliances, which are required in case

~of fire..

Mr. Nanson: Have you the -total
expenditure for the year ~on - the fire
brigades ‘vote ?

Hon. W. -C., ANGWIN (Honmrary
I haveé not, but the estimated
expandituze. ,this.iyear. is £30,000:; Qb
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of that the municipalities ure to pay
£11,250 ; the insurance companies,
£11,250, and one-fourth is to be paid
by the Government, namely, £7,500.

That is to say., that three-eighths are
paid by the municipalities, three-eighths~
by the insurance companies, and one-
fourth by the Government. The amount
of £30,000 is that which was asked for
by the Fire Brigades Board to enable
them to carry on during the current
year. [ believe that in every State,
excepting Western Australin—I have not
the information in regard to Queens-
land—the Jocal nuthorities have the power
to strike a rate for the express purpose
of providing for fire brigades. That is
a rate in addition to the pgeneral rate
which is allowed for the general work
of the local authority. Our present
Act provides thnt the amount of any
contribution paid by a local authority
may be paid out of the annual general
rate ; provided that if the liability of
a road board to contribute is restricted
to a prescribed area of its district the
Board may increase the general rates
payable in respect of rateable property
in such area within the statutory limit
of the general rates. That provides
that if a roads board had the power to
strike a ls. rate they could then, if they
50 desired, strike an additional rate so
long a3 it did not exceed the amount
of ls. 6d. Hon. members wll agree
w'th me that if fire brigades are necessary
the power should be given to the local
authorities to raise money to pay for
their upkeep. To-day, that power does
not exist. The average rate required
in almost every district in Western
Anstralia is close on 14d. ; that is on the
annual ratable velue. To be accurate,
the amount is 1.683d. That applies
to almost every district in Woestern
Australin. The average rate for 1910
amounted to 1.703d. ; for 1011, 1.426d. ;
and for 1912, 1.880d. It will be geen,
therefore, that to take from some of
these amall local authorities a shade
over 13d. out of their rate of 1s. éd.
would be rather a hardship and it would
have @ tendency to stop them from
carrying out certain improvements and
ketping their roads in proper order.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Dooley: Do you propose to
strike & rate on the annual value? .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : The rate will be struck in
accordance with the general rate. The
amount which I have given has been
worked out on the annual rental value.
Where there is an unimproved value
it would be worked as if it were on the
annual valee. I have a retuwrn here
which shows the amnount which has been
levied from each district during the past
three years, the average ratahle wvalue
per annurn, and the average amount
of ratcs which each district will be called
upon to pay, and if hon. members
desire to peruse it, I will lay it on the
Table for their information. Tt is
necessary that the roads boards and
municipalities should be allowed to
strike an extra rate for the purpose of
maintaining the fire brigades. There are
one or two instances where a rate has
been struck by the local authorities
under a mmisapprehension, and if hon.
members wilt look at the last few words
of the Bill they will find that provision
is made there whereby the Bill, if it
becomes law, will have effect as from
the commencetnent of the District Fire
Brigades Act. That has been done with
the object of validating any rates that
may have been struck in error. One
or two districts have, since the introduc-
tion of the Fire Brigades Act, struck
rates in error. The Act did not give them
the power to do that. The rate was
struck in addition to the general rate
as provided by the Act under which
the loeal authorities are controlled, and
these bodies exceeded the statutory
limit of the general rate. Fremantle
last: year struck & 1d. fire brigade rate.
They have not done so this year, Guild-
ford struck s 1d. fire brigade rate last
year and Leederville struck a 24d.
rate, and this year one of 14d., so that
by thia Bill becoming law it will validate
the action of these local authorities
and others who may have struck a fire
brigade rate in error. I do not think
that I can say any more in regard to
the Bill

Hon. J. Mitchell:
mean that the local

Does not this
anthorities can
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strike a rate covering the period the Act
has been in force ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister): The local authorities can onty strike
arate for the cwrrent year. and the Bill pro.
vides that the rates shall be struck
in the same manner as they are
struck under the Local Government
Act. T recommend the Bill to members,
feeling sure they will agree with me as to
the necessity to give the local authorities,
if they so desire, the power to strike
a fire brigade rate. I beg to move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. MULLANY (Menzies): Before
casting & vote either for or against this
measure, I would like a little information
as to what the effect will be in scattered
districts such as we have on the gold-
fields. The local authorities there have
jurisdiction over large areas and thers
are different townships situated 40 and
50 miles apart. In my own particular
electorate of Menzies, there is a fire
brigade established, and it has been there
for many years, but the local authority
there now has control of other town-
ships 30 miles to the west to Davy-
hurst, and 20 miles south to Comet
Vale, townships of equal importance to
Menzies. These districts would not get
any benefit from the fire brigade situated
at Menzies, and I do not think it would
be fair to give the local authorities
power to rate property which could not
be protected by the fire hrigade. In

some townsites—and I may again in--

stance Menzies—there it a limited water
supply and the brigade could not do
effective work more than a mile away.
QOutside the town there are many people
living, and it might be proposed under
this measure to tax those people for the
upkeep of a fire brigade from which they
could get no benefit whatever. I do not
think this would apply fairly in many
-cases, and I would like the Minisler to
explain whether it is the intention to
allow rating of property where the
residents can get no benefit from the
fire brigade. If that is s0, T do not

intend to support the measure in that
form.
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On motion by Hon. J. Mitchell debate
adjourned.

BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair ; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1, 2, 3,—agreed to.

Clause 4—Interpretation :

Mr. GEORGE: The definition of
“ dependents ”  required explanation,
The definition of * member of a family
was g0 very wide that it should be made
clear as to how “ part dependent upon
the earnings of the worker " could be
interpreted. As he read the definition,
even if a worker occasionally made a
present to members of his family that
could be claimed to be dependency on
himm. Dependents should be those who
were earning part of their living, but
for the balance were dependent upon
the worker referred to in the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: De-
pendents meant such members of the
worker’s family as were totally or partly
dependent upon him at the time of the
accident, There was no dependency
when a person was receiving a present.
Dependent naturally implied relation-
ship or incapacity to do without the
assistance of & particular person. We
mignt be able tu do withour gifts. but we
could not do without sapport, and,
therefore, dependency in this matter
meant reliance upon the worker for either
the whole or part of the support necessary
for the insuring of life.

Mr. GEORGE: Tf a person was re-
ceiving @ certain amount of money
per week, or per month, or per year he
would be a dependent, but if during
the currency of the year only a few
gifts were made by the worker that should
not be construed into dependency. He
wag afraid, however, that it would be s
construed, and be based that belief
on experience, bhoth in his private
capacity and as Commissioner of Rail-
ways. Claims had been received from
persons who could not be said to be
regularly dependent , upon the victim
of the sccident, but who had received
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during the preceding year or so, what

conld only be properly termed as gifts.
There <hovld be some definition tv shut
out cases of that kind. A dependent
shonld b:> receiving a regular amount
of so much per week or per moath, and
then gifts conld not be brought in as
evidence nf dependency.
Mr. Heitmann : It is hard to define.

Mr. GEORGE: But the definition
should bhe attenpted. There was no
desire to defeat the ohject of the measure,
namely, that the worker or his depend-
ents should reccive some assistance, but,
on the other hand, the employer should
not be imposed upon, because the Bill
might be the means of placing a tre-
mendous burden on the small employers.
It should be ensured that only those
who were really dependent on the
worker received assistance.

The ATTORNEY UENERAL : There
was no cause to fear anything from the
definition, which was that contained in
the English Act. As regards partial
dependents, the British law provided
for payments not exceeding certain
maixma, and similar provisions were in
operation in some of the Canadian States
and in Queensland, New South Wales,
and South Australia. In this Bill the
limitation as to when a person become
a dependent had not been gone into.
There was simply a broad definition that
the dependent must be one relying on
the worker for support or assistance
towards support. There was a broad
distinction between benevolence and
necessery support, and only by & quibble
could a gift be construed into dependency.
Whoever was dependent was in reliance
on the donor, and the recipient of a
gift was not necessarily in that eense
& dependent.

Mr. FOLEY: The proposal of Mr.
George that a dependent shounld be one
who had been regularly paid by the worker
a certain amount per week or per month
before the accident, would not overcome
the difficulty, because the measure would
apply to casual workers az well as to
permanent employees. A man might
have been out of work for two months,
and on his first shift after obtaining
employment he might be hurt or killed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Because that man had not for a period
of two months previous sent any money
to his dependents, the latter would be
debarred from getting any relief under
the Act. The provision was a bit wide,
but many children of men injured
during the past few ronths had been
debarred from getting money because
they were not dependants within the
meaning of the Act. No one could
define what a dependant reslly was,
but the provision in the Bill should give
these fighting out the question ample
opporfunity to arrive at a decision
that would benefit those mostly in need
of compensation, as well as safeguard
the interests of the employers finding
the money.

Mr. MUNSIE: Paragraph 8 of the
First Schedule provided that any question
as to who was a dependant should, in
default of agreement, be settled by the
local court, and the court had also the
power to vary the amounts paid to total
and partial dependants.

Mre. Hudson: That is the present
law.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : In the
definition of “ ernployer ” the concluding
words seemed to defeat the principle of
the Bill. The principle sought to be
established was that the worker or his
successors in the case of death should
be able to recover compensation against
the immedintc employer and also aguinst
the principal who had contracted with
the worker’s employer to have certain
work carried out. Right through the
Bill the idea was that the man responsible
was the immediate employer, but, to
safeguard it, if compensation could not
be recovered from the immediate em-
ployer, recourse could be had against
the principal. The Attorney General
had in the definition of * employer”
followed the English provision to a certain
stage but had added words which did
not appear in the English Act. The
provision stated that the worker tem-
porarily loaned or hired to another
person should have recourse against his
direct employer, but the words added
by the Attorney General to the English
provision stated that the direct em-
ployer—
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shall be entitled to be indemnified
by that other person to the extent
of any compensation paid under this
Act by the employer in respeet of
any injury received by such worker

whilst he is working for that other
person.

Thus the Attorney General took the
responsibility from the employer and
placed it on the other person. If o
person sent to a master plumber for &
man to do certain work, the master
plumber would get the profits on the
workmen’s wages and was responsible
for any injury to the man, yet the person
sending for the plumber would need
to indemnify the master plumber, in
other words be responsible for any
injury to the working plumber. Later
on the Bill provided that the contractor
must indemnify his prineipal. The work-
er would have recourse against both
the principal and the contractor, and the
contractor indemnified the principal.
It was the duty of the principal to see
that theé men were paid compensation,
but the contractor took the responsibility
of paying it, and whet was paid by the
principal could be recovered from the
contractor., But, in this definition the
position was reversed, end the con-
tractor was entitled to be indernmified
by the principal. Words were added
to the definition that were dangerous
and unjust to anyone who would have
occasion to hire the services of a worker
in or about his premises, and they should
be struck out.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Clause
9 deealt with principals, contractors, and
sub-contractors. All were deemed em-
ployers, and it was necessary to have
a8 wide o definition as possible of the
word * employer.” It covered every-
body in whose service or in relation
to whose service the worker was at the
time of the accident, and allowed the
matter of the liability for the com-
pensation to be settled among the
principal, the contractor or the sub-
contractor.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Subclause 5
is only for ascertaining the amount of
compensation.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But
it also indicated the lines on which it
was necessary to define the employer.
It established a class of employers,
one called the principal and another
immediately directing the einployee, both
of whom were liable. The one might
pay and yet the other be the one who
ought to pay. In case of that kind the
Bill made sure that the worker should
be paid. The question of whose servant
the worker was was disposed of, and it
was only a question of the right to an
indemnity among the others. A wide
definition was necessary to enable this
to be done, and to enable those parties
to be covered and to see that the one
secured an indernity against the other,
As Clause 0 was wider than the English
provision, it was equally necessary to

make the definition of * employer”
wider.
Mr. George: You want two people

to shoot at instead of one

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
endeavour was to make it sure that the
worker or his dependants should get
compensation without any shuffling as to
whose servant he was. If there was to
be sny argument it must be among
those who were in the positions of em-
ployers, and for the purpose of the
Act they were all made employers.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Certainly
there must be no shuffling to make
a man lose what he was entitled to, but
he must be paid by the right person, and
if there was any dispute as to who the
right person was it was @ matter for
the court to decide snd not for the
individual. The Attorney General's in.
terpretation specifically stated who should
psy in certain circumstances. In the
first place it ought not to have been in
the interpretation clause at all, and,
secondly, it clearly took the liability
from the shoulders of the direct employer
and placed it on the shoulders of the
“ other person.” the person who had
borrowed or hired the services of the
worker from his employer. Why had
the Attorney General added to the
clause words which were not in the Eng-
lish measure ¥ These worde were defeat-
ing the object of the Bill. They were
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specifying who was to pay the com-
pensation. The Attorney General de-
sired to make everyone who had the
gorvices of a worker direetly or in-,
directly responsible, in order that the
worker might receive his compensation.
That was all right. But in the cases
specified, who was to be responsible ?
Not the employer, who was sending
his mwan out on hire, and making a profit
on the wages.

Mr. Hudson : The worker has recourse
to that employer.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Still, the
responsibility was not placed on the
direct employer who sent his men out
on hire, but on the shoulders of the
hon. member if the hon. member hired
a worker from that worker's employer.
But the sting lay in the provision that
the direct employer should be entitled
to be indemnified by that * other person ™
to the extent of any compensation paid
in respect of any injuries received by
such worker while he was working for
that * other person.” There was no
obligation to the " other person” being
made responsible, and having recourse
against the direct employer, but the
very reverse was provided. Clause 9
provided tbat the principal should be
indemnified by the contractor against the
principal’s liability.

The Attorney Geueral: Who is to pay
there?

Hon.
ployer.

The Attorney General: And the con-
tractor has to pay the employer.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That was
his (Hon. Frank Wilson’s) very conten-
tion. But this was the reverse. It he was
te send for a fitter to repair some machi-
nery in his factory, and that fitter
suffered an aceident while engaged at
the task, under the interpretation clanse
he {Hon. Frank Wilson) would be re-
sponsible for the indemnmification of the
direet employer. These words had no
place in the Imperial Aect, which we were
following, and they shonld be struck out.
He could not understand why first of all,
a liability should be included in an inter-
pretation clause, and, secondly, why these
words which were contrary to the prin-

FRANK WILSON: The em-
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ciple of the Bill as expressed in Clause 9,
shoald have been inserted at all.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: All this
talk about certain words being against
the principle of the Bill was, if he might
say so without disrespeet, sheer nonsense.
The interpretation embodied the whole
prineiple of the Bill. The liability should
ke fixed upon all,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are still beat-
ing about the bush,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Was
ihe hon, member addressing the Com-
mittee, or was he (the Attorney General)
doing so?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why do you not
give us the explanation?

The CHAIRMAN: QOrder! Hon. mem-
bers should not interject.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But, Siv, the
Minister invited the retort by saying that
my remarks were sheer nonsense.

The CHAIRMAN : Hon, members
shonld not interject. All interjections
were disorderly, but when they were made
for any other purpose than that of giving
or getting information they were par-
ticularly disorderly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If he
had said anything provoeative of an in-
terjection it was not intended. In using
the word “nonsense” he had expressly
apologised to the hon. tmember by stating
that he used the word without any wish
to be disrespectful. In his opinion the
hon. gentleman’s objection against the
prineiple of the Bill was not sense; be-
cause what we had in the definition was
the prineiple of the Bill from start to
fimish. Nor was it any innovation. It
was a literal following of the latest
amendment in workers' compensation
measures enacted within the Common-
wealth. It bad been taken word for word
from the Workers’ Compensaton Aeb of
1911 of South Australia. 'In the defini-
tion of “employer” we had not departed
from the South Australian Aect.

Mr. Nanson: Bul why those additional
words?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Be-
eause in both the South Australian Aet
and ours the provision was partieularly
inserted for avoiding quibbles which had
taken place in the courts under the exisi-
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ing Act, If we were to bhave Clause 9
we must inelude the sense of indemmifica-
tion in the interpretation clause, because
the application of Clause 9 depended
upon the possibility of indemnification.

Mr, Nanson: Why is Clanse 9 not
sufficient ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Because
we required a definition of “employer,”
and Clause 9 would be limited by our
definition. For ever afterwards would
the word “employer” be interpreted from
the definition given in the interpretation
clause, and therefore it was necessary to
in¢lude in that definition both the person
who paid and the person who was to he
indemnified.

Mr. Nanson: But how does a provision
for indemnity weaken or strengihen your
definition of employer?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Be-
cause when we provided for persons being
liable as employers who might be indemni-
fied we included both classes, the person
indemnified and the person who indemni-
fied, and therefore there was no room
for a guibble, when we reached Clause 9,
as to who should be responsible.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You provide an
indemnity in Clause 9. Why provide in
the interpretation a specific indemnity
against one individual?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
provided that both shonld be liable. That
was to say the prineipal and the con-
tractor, the one who directly employed,
and the other who employed indirectly.
Both were liable.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
definition simply presented an alternative,
Tt did not say that a certain person must
shoulder all the responsibility, but gave
him a right to sue for indemnity in
the event of his having, in some in-
stances unjustly, paid the amount due
under the compensation claunses. There
was a precedent for adopting this course
in the Act passed only last year in South
Australia. We were anxious to have
conformity as far as was praeticable be-
tween all the dependencies which were

2515

passing measures of this deseription, and
we had taken the latest example for
our pattern, and had embodied the de-
fipition of employer given in the same
portion of the Bill in South Australia.

Hon. FRANK WILSON
amendment—

That the following words in the de-
finition of “employer” be struck out:
—“But shall be entitled 1o Le indemni-
fied by that other person to the extent
of any compensation paid under this
Aet by the employer in respect of any
tnjury received by such worker whilst
he is working for that other person.”

moved an

The Attorney General’s amssurance as to
the meaning of those words was nol satis-
factory. Although South Australia had
adepted sueh words as those, yet the
measure had been passed only last year
and there had not been time for it to be
tested in the law eourls. Although Par-
liament endeavoured to put what it be-
lieved {o be the right construction on the
different clauses in its legislation, yet it
remained with the law ecourts to inter-
pret those clamses. He was firmly econ-
vinced that the words he proposed to
strike out were not necessary. Not-
withstanding the Attorney General’s
statement that bis contention was non-
sense, he believed that a eonstruetion
could be placed on those lines which
would throw the responsibility on to the
shoulders of the individual termed
“another person” which it was not the
intention of members to place on that in-
dividual’s shoulders. The Attorney Gen-
eral had not explained why those words
should be inserted, and they did not find
a place in the Tmperial legislation, which
the Bill followed t;lose]y. He believed
that the words, if agreed to, would cause
a lot of trouble in the near future; that
when once action was taken under this
measure it would be found that the
person npon whom they did not desire
to place the responsibility wonld be
saddled with the liahility. In other words
the employer would not carry liability
for compensation. If that was so, the
Attorney General might report progress
and take time to consider this aspeet of
the clause.



2516

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
leader of the Opposition was unfair in
trying to put an erroneous eonstruction
on this definition. We were here giving
a definition of “employver” and making
the definition as wide as possible, so that
there mighi be no means of evading la-
bility by setting up a claim that so and so
was not an employer. We were fixing
that term over all who at the time of
the accident were employers, or had the
relationship of employer to the worker.
The words proposed to be struck out were
absolutely necessary. If an employee of
his was let out on hire to another person,
perhaps for 12 meonths, and that person
let out on hire during that period met
with an aceident which might be due
partly to the negleet and earelessness of
that other person, was that other person
to take no respoosibility? There must
be somebody responsible when an aeci-
dent occurred, and the Bill made both
responsible. The worker was out of his
eontrol and was working for another. and
the aceident happened whilst he was actu-
ally in that other's service; was there
to be no responsibility?

Mr. George: Who directs the worker?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
other person, but the original employer
with whom he entered into his first con-
tract, also retained his responsibility, so
far as action under this Act for the recov-
ery of damages was concerned. If the
amendment was carried we would entirely
weaken the case and limit the responsi-
bility to the one man with whom the con-
tract was in the first place entered into.
Who could say that would be just? In
order that we might eover both by the
term “eraployer,” we'were obliged to say
that the original person who made the
contract was the employer, but he was
entitled to be indemnified by the man
who relieved him of charge for the time
being. Tt would emasculate the definition
and do it an absolnte injury if the limita-
tions proposed were eonsented to.

Progress reported.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

‘Message from the Governor received and
read, transmitting the annunal Estimates
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of Revenue and Expenditure for the
finaneial year 1912-13 and recommending
appropriations.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR
1912-13.
In Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved into (Com-
nittee of Supply for veceiving the an-
nual Financial Statement, Mr. Holman in
the Chair,

The PREMIER and TREASURER
(Hon. J. Scaddan) said: It has agaiu
fallen to my lot to address the Committee
in my capacity as Colonial Treasurer of
tihis State by unfolding before this House
and through it the eountry at large my
second Budget, and the twenty-third
Financial Statement of Western Aunsira-
lia since Responsible Government, When
I assnmed office some 12 months ago [
promised that, were it in my power, T
would bring forward the annwal Esti-
mates of Revenue and Expenditure ear-
lier than had been the custom in the past,
and it was my full resolve at the close of
the last financial year that this statement
should have reached this Committee fully
six weeks ago. Had Lhis been effected T
should have established a record extend-
ing over a period of something like seven
years—that period which s ever sup-
posed to bring with it some change in
men and things material. However, on-
ing to my desire partienlarly to inelude
the fullest detail with respeet to our
trading concerns, and partieularly those
initiated by the present Government dur-
ing their term of office, I find myself in
company with previons Treasurers wlio
have found it impossible to deliver their
Financial Statements until well on in the
present month. Tn fact during the seven
vears I have mentioned, we have had
Finaneial Statements introduced into tkis
Chamber as late as December, and also
in November. With these few introdue-
tory remarks and apologies to the Com-
mittee for the lateness of introduecing this
statement, T desire te explain that 1t will
be necessary to deal at some detail with
many of the matters which will appear
in the annial Estimates of Revenune and
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Expenditure for the current year, and il
will also be necessary in order -to the-
roughly explain this detail to the Com:-
mittee and to the country, to make a
retrospective glance of the year which has
just closed.

An Estimated Deficit.

At the outset let me explain that T am
not going to promise at the close of the
year a surplus on our Revenue aceount;
in faci [ am satisfied that no member
of this Committee, knowing the present
position, would expeet me to do so, and
I am honest enough, I hope, to admit at
once that had T endeavoured to do so on
paper T would not have succeeded at the
end of the financial year, and thus I
have endeavoured in the Estimates of
Revenuewnd lixpenditure as presented to
the Committee, to present an honest state-
ment of what 1 anticipate will be the re-
sult of the vear’s transactions closing on
the 30th June next. With the drain ob
the finances eonsegquent on the untoward
experiences of last year, shall I say the
one dry period experienced in two de-
cades, with its attendant less to the in-
dividual, to our trading coneeirns, and to
the Stale generally, eoupled with the as-
sistance rendered by the Government to
our farmers in connection with the sus-
pension of rent payments, which alone
represent something like £60.000, T nm
nol at all taken aback when 1 have to an-
nounce an estimated deficit on the eurrenl
vear's transactions of £163.903. which.
with the amonnt earried over from the last
tinancial vear, will make ihe accumulated
deficit on the 30th June next £287,013.
Tu the past it is trne that Treasurers bave
heen more fortunate in being able to an-
ticipate a swrplus at the close of their
finaneinl years, bat there have been oe-
casions when Treasurers have anticipated
a surplus only to close up the vear with
a considerable defieit. Tn faet, if mem-
.bers will turn to one of the Budget ve-
twns. No, 9, they will find that the Col-
onial Treasurer in the vear 1206 antici-
pated that he would close the financial
vear ended 30th June, 1907, with a surplus

of £3.514, but unfortunately he closed the’
In fact®

vear with a deficit of £88,829.
[88]

that was the shortage on the year’s fran-
sactions instead of a surplus as then an-
ticipated, Again in the year 1909 the
same thing oecurred: the then Treasurer
anticipated a surplus on the year's tran-
sactions of £2,526, but unfortunately
ended up with a defieit of £101,537. Ot
course I am candid enongh to admit that
there Lave been other ovcasions when ihe
Treasurer has had to foreeast a deficit or
a very small margin by way of excess of
revenue over expenditure, and has closed
the year with a substantial surplus, and [
am hopeful, notwithstanding the faet
that at this stage I eannot foresee any-
thing less than a defieit of £257,013 star-
ing us in the face on the 36th June next,
that we will be able to avoid reaching
that large figure.

Eztinclion of Deficit.

Tet we say at onece I am not
ashamed by any means as Colonial
Treasurer of the anticipated deficit so
far os the present year is conecerned,
because with the prospeets of a glorious
season, which is practically assured, and
with, it is hoped, our nsnal good harvest
during the suceeeding year, I venture to
predict with some degree of certainty the
extinetion of the deficit within 24 months.
Of course this is perhaps rather a large
order to expect that in the next financial
year we will be able to eause a deficil of
£200.000 to disappear, but T believe that
the good harvest which we shall nn-
donbtedly obtain this year will have such
an effeet on the varions trading concerns,
and also on the individual efforts of the
community at large, that next year will
be one that will be a record in the history
of the State. These ave the times when
politicians as well as the other eitizens of
the State require to be what I might term
lion-hearted. Ve have often heard in the
past that no “little Englanders” are
wanted. May I in my turn say we want
no “little West Anstralinns.” and in order
that there may be no misunderstanding
let me say that has no reference to the
Federal maternity bonus, Each membey
of the present Government, and T believe
each member supporting the present Gov-
ernment, and I hope the Commitiee as
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a whole are firm believers in the glorious
future that is bound to follow in the wake
of the past and continnous developmental
process which is permeafing practically
every section of the Siate, and will realise
it to be their doty to encourage to the ui-
most everything that will tend to build
up and advance Western Australia. With
these few words by way of introduction,
I ask members to turn to the details in
the Budget as submitted by way of the
ammual Fstimates of TRevenne and
Expenditure, and if I may be per-
mitied I might explain  that there
is a number of returns which are
usually submitted for the purpose of
eonveying information to members. Re-
turn No. 1 is a comparison of the
Estimated Revenue and Expenditure of
Jast year, and the actnal result; No.
2 js a synopsis of the balance sheet;
No. 3 shows the estimated veceipts for
191213, and their sources; No. 4 the esti-
mated expenditure for 1912-13 under Ad-
ministration, Recurring, and Revenue-
producing; No. 5 the expenditure under
general headings; No. 6 shows the loan
authorisation and flotations; No. 7 gives
the loan flotations and expenditure for
the year 1911-12 compared with the pre-
vious year; No. 8 deals with the general
statisties showing the undonbied progress
the State is making: No. 9 shows the
position of the Revenue and Expenditure
of the State since 1904, and No. 10 the
monthly results of receipts and expendi-
tnre since that same date.

. Revenue and Fxpenditure, 1911-12.

Last year T estimated the receipts for the
vear would be £4,037,083, but the amount
actually received was £3,966,673, being
£70,410 less than I anticipated. The
principal defieiencies were — railways
£53,421, Stale batteries £35,852, and
water snpply and sewerage £21,070. The
jtems which exceeded the estimates were
taxation, £23,651; harbour dues, 8,141
reimbursements in aid, eteetera, £34,700.
That is detailed in Return No. 1 to which
I have already referred. It will be noticed
also in the same return that T did not
anticipate exactly the amount of expen-
ditare for the year, but that I will deal
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with at a later stage. 'With regard to the
anticipated revenue, evervbody is now
well aware that the rvailway revenue was
adversely affected owing to the failure of
the harvest in part of the agricultural
districts, principally where lines handed
over to the Railway Department had only
Just comueneed to operate and from
which eonsitderable revenue was fully ex-
pected, but which unfortunately proved
to be eostly to work under the teving eon-
ditions then prevailing,-as well as un-
remunerative; I refer, as evervbody is
well aware, (o the districts to the east
and north-east of Northam. TUuder
the heading of State batleries, the de-
fielency is aceounted for largely by the
faet that it has been the enstom in the
past to estimate the batteries to produce
a greater amount of revenue fhan the
estimaled eost of operations for the year.
If hon. members will turn to the state-
ment T bave presented by way of the an-
nual Budget, they will diseover that this
vear we anticipate a loss on the opera-
tions of our State battery system, and
if T ama desirous of being honest to the
Committee and the couniry I will un-
doubtedly admit that I have at least
submitted as nearly as pussible a correet
forecast of the revenue and expenditure
of Btate batteries. There may be some
in the eommunity who may eomplain that
it is unwise to run our State battery sys-
tem at a loss; but if that be so then T
can point to many other propositions
whiel might not be called trading eon-
cerns that it might equally be said it is
unwise to run at a loss. When one con-
giders for a moment the magnificent
results of the operations of onr Stale
batteries, how Lhey have undoubtedly
opened wp new goldfields and ecaused
athers to continue operatlions that might
have gtherwise eclosed down, the small
loss I am showing this year on the opera-
tions of our State batteries is money
perhaps well spent. Tt may also he ex-
plained that, notwithstanding that in the
past Treasurers have anticipated an ex-
cess of revenue over expenditure on State
batieries, almost in every instance it has
heen proved that the expenditure has
been greater than the revenue. Hon.
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members will notice that on this occasion
in my attempt to produee what I claim
to be as nearly as possible a correct fin-
ancial forecast, I have shown an antiei-
pated loss on the operations of the State
battery system. The deficiency on water
supply and sewerage last year was
largely due to the faet that, while we
anticipated a great number of house con-
nections, these were unfortunately not
made; but we are now pressing on with
this parlienlar part of the work in order
to secure the return of some revenue
for the large amount of loan moneys
we have expended in this system. The
inereased taxation receipis were largely
due to the amount received by way of
dividend duty on the purchase by the
Perth City Counecil of the rights of the
Perth GGas Company. The small increase
in harbour receipls was largely due
to the extensive shipping that took place
at our pringipal port of Fremantle which
we did not anticipate owing to the
outlook of the season at the time
T introduced my Budget. I might here de-
tail some of the items making up the
excess in reimbursements-in-aid, bunt I
am sure hon, members are not desirons
that 1 should detail these at any length
more than to say that they are made up
of a number of small items, largely by
way of payment from one department to
another for serviees rendered, and ihat
they are after all merelv bookkeeping en-
iries and not reallv cash receipts. Now,
turning to the expenditnre which is also
detailed on Return No. 1, it will be seen
that the expenditure was £4,101,082, be-
ing £53.652 less than T estimated. Corres-
ponding to the reduction in the estimated
railway receipts, the expenditure under
“Railways” was £66,902 iess than pro-
vided for, and under “Public Batteries”
£32,355. There we had the opportanity
of putting into operation that which the
leader of the Opposition onece said was
the duty of the Treasurer, to cut his gar-
ment aceording to his eloth; and we did
il without ecausing any ill-effects to any
section of the community. Under “Special
Acts” an additional sum of £23.000 was
vequired for interest, and a payment of
£4,628 consfituted the first contribution
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towards the establishment of the Univer-
sity under the Act of 1911. This, unfor-
tunately, was overlooked when the Esti-
mates were last presented to Parliament,
The receipts from Working Railways were
£1,896,679 and the expenditure was
£1,354,847. Seeing the effect our railway
systexn has upon oor finances, it is due
that hon. members shounld first consider
this greal trading concern, which is con-
trolled by Parliament in the interests of
the country, and when 1 explain that the
receipts from our railways exceed the
expenditure to the tune of £541,732, hon,
weinbers will appreciate at once what our
railway system means to the taxpayers
of the State. The interest chargeable to
the Working Railways was £139,153. On
the amount of loan moneys expended on
all railways, including those which have
hot yet been handed over to the Work-
ing Railways, the interest and sink-
ing fand chargeable is £050,953. Re-
turn No. 2 is the usual synopsis of the
tralance sheet. The funds for which the
Treasurer is responsible are here shown.
They total £10,038,360. Against this sum
are—advances  £146481, investments
£7,507,753, stores £638,267, remitiances
in transit £311,133; cash in the State and
London  £1,313,615, or a total of
£9,917,249, thus leaving a shortage on
Consolidated Hevenune Account on June
30th, 1912, of £121,111.

Estimated Revenue, 1912-13,

Return No. 3 details the revenne re-
ceipts for last year and the anticipated
revenue for 1912-13, The State revenue
for the current vear is expected to reach
a total sum of £3,946,368, being £618,722
more than we received last year. From
the Commonwealth an amount of £642,844
is promised, heing £4,317 above that of
the preceding year. The Commonwealth
recipts include, in addition to the interest
on transferred properties for the ecur-
rent year, a sum of £6,775 representing
arvears for the two previous years, there-
by inereasing the rate of interest to 3%
per cent. Let me take this opportunity
of expressing on behalf of the Govern-
ment. and T think on behalf of the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia, our apprecia-
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tion of the action of the Federal Trea-
surer in at last conceding the point that
on transferred properties he should pay
to the State interes| at the rate of 314 per
cent., because that is the nearest approach
to the figure it is costing the State for
the loan moneys expended on various
buildings transferred to the Federal Gov-
ernment,

Mr. George: It has taken them a long
time to be honest.

The PREMIER: I do not know that it
is a case of honesly; it is merely a matter
of considering whether the State and the
Commonwealth were treating each other
fairly. It must be admitted that in some
cases the actual charge to the State did
not appreach 3% per cent., and the Com-
monwealth in some cases were really pay-
ing to the State more than the State was
called upon to bear for those concerns
which have been handed over to the Com-
monwealth. I am candid enough to admit
that there ave other cases where the charge
wonld be more than 34 per cent., but
taking it on a general basis, 314 per cent.
has been accepted by all the States, as
well as by the (ommonwealth now, as
being the nearest approach to a fair deal
-between ihe States and the Common-

wealth. The principal increases in the
State revenue are shown as—taxation,
£37,850; probate, £7,724; railways,

£153,420; State hotels, £39,679; State fer-
ries, £5,000; State steamships, £71,796;
water supply and sewerage, £200,680;
workshops and quarries, £45,400. It
would be as well if I explain here that in
previous years the charge for operating
onr workshops i1n connection with the
harbour at Fremantle together with the
Boya quarries in the hills, in connection
with the construetion of our dock, was not
shown on the annual FEstimates. I hold
the opinion most strenuously that so long
as we ean operate trading concerns in the
fashion they have heen operated in the
past withont presenting any statement to
Parliament. we remove from Parliament
and from the taxpayers the proper con-
trol of those eoncerns. I have held that,
although it may build nup to some extent
our aniicipated revenue, and, on the other
band, ont antieipated expenditure for the
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year, and though it really does not affeet
the balance at the close of the financial
year, I am expected as Treasurer of the
State to present to Parliament, which
after all controls the finances of the Stale,
a true statement of the moneys T am ex-
pending as the eustodian of the publie
purse, and also of the revenne 1 antiei-
pate receiving from these various opera-
tions, Thus, I have for the first time in-
clnded on the annual Estimates a sum of
money for operating the workshops at
Fremauntle and the Boya quarries in the
hills,

Public Debt.

Now, turning to the public debt, it will
be noticed that the net public debt of the
State on the 30th June was £23,3(4,789.
On the 30th June of the previous vear it
was £21,159,141. The loan indebtednesa is
now equivalent to £77 5s. 11d. per head
of the population; but, after allowing for
the unexpended balanee of loan moneys,
the debt per head is reduced to £73 2s.
1d. The sinking fund, of which we justly
pride ourselves, now amounis to £2,918.734
—£7,500 baving been utilised for lhe re-
demption of debentures during the year
just closed.

Trade, Production, Population, etcetsva.

Return No. 8 is an interesting ome and
really is an indication of the progress of
the State. It will be noticed that the
return deals with the operations of
the railway system with produetion,
¢xports, imports, stock, land, ship-
ping, population, etecetera, and the
return has been prepared this year
supplying information for a period of
three years. The most important item in
ihe return is ihat referring to exporis
and imports. For the year 1910-11 the
exports and imports were almost equal,
but last vear the exporis were £10,443.570
and the imports £9,283,722, which shows
a decided improvement from everv point
of view. 1 am hoping that the current
vear will show an even better result than
last year, as it undoubtedly is in keep-
ing with what T believe is the condition
of affairs existing in Western Ausiralia
that we can produce all that is required
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for our own consumption, and also a sur-
plus which will bring wealth to this State,
a surplus which we may place on the
Home markets. It might also be poinied
out that land settlement is still proceeding
apace. The return shows that each year
in most items the area of land selected has
advanced and that lasi year the total
reached 11,595,445 acres, The area of land
for eultivation increased from 5,309,832
acres to 5,651,134 acres, and the area of
land for crop has at last reached the figare
of 1,072,653 acres, the inerease being
something like 200,000 acres for the year.

Loan Indebtedness.

Speaking of loan indebtedness, I may ex-
plain that the amount required for ihe
payment of interest on outstanding loans
15 £921,361. Thiz includes interest on
£200,000 Treasnry Bills which were re-
cently issued to the Commonwealth at 3%
per ceni. The public debt charges pro-
vided for are £1,184,449, being £32,338
more than the aetnal payments for last
year. The rvenson for the increase is
that in addition to the provision referred
to a full year’s interest is ehargeable on
the large amounts raised during the latter
half of last year. The amount required
for sinking fund is £244,338. It will be
noticed that an additional sum of £18,750
is provided to meet interest in anticipa-
tion of further loan moneys being neces-
sary. The loan raisings last year were,
within the Commonwealth £1,325,000 at
4 per cent. at par, in London £1,000,000
at 334 per cent,, at £99, and local Treasury
Bills £262,070 at 33 per cent., making a
1oial of £2,587.070, With reference to
the amount raised in Awustralia an issue
of £500,000 was placed in the market in
December last, but owing to the amount
being over-subscribed and other sums be-
ing freely offered, the further issues were
authorised with the result that no less
than £1,325,000 was obtained. The flota-
tion expenses were 14s. 2d. per cent., aud
the rate of interest on the net receipts will
be £4 1s. 6d. to maturity of the loan. This
result compares most favourably with an
amount raised, and under similar eondi-
tions in 1903, when the expenses and costs
to the State were practically the same. Tn
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placing a loan of £1,000,000 on the London
market it was deemed advisable to raise
the rate of interest a guarter per cent.
above that of previous issues, and to fix
the issue price at £99 instead of £96 10s.
The result was that the loan was success-
fully placed. The rate of interest on ihe
proceeds to maturity of the loan will be
£3 18s. 114., being only 2s. 1d. per cent.
more than the 1910 loan of £1,342,000. a
result which requires no further comment,
The success that attended the raising of
these large loans is a complete denial of
the statements that when my Gevernment
assumed office we would be unable to sp-
proach the finanecial markets with surcess.
I repeat that the man who has meuey
to lend to Governments of the world does
not for a moment consider whether those
Governments be Conservative, Tory,
‘Whig, Labour, or Socialist, but he
takes into cousideration the security
that is being offered by the peo-
ple of the State when he de-
cides whether he will lend his money,
Were it not so it would be difficult to
understand why those people who may be
termed in the old country Conservatives,
those who have eapital to invest in sound
investments, would have lent money in
the past to Liberal Governments in Aus-
tralia, but it is not because they view the
position from the political standpoint,
"t hecanse they recognise that Austra-
lan so placed that it can produce per
head « “he population a greater amount
of wealth ~~n any other part of the
world, and th. ‘he money invested in
Anstralia ig safer v..  in any other coun-
try of the globe.

Loan Awuthorisations and Expe. “re.

T might explain that later in the sess.
we propose to ask Parliament to increase -
our loan anthorisation to enable us to
proceed with necessary public works,
etcetera. I have already been in com-
munication on the subject with the fn-
ancial advisers of the Government in Lon-
don through the Agent General, and I
will refer more fully t¢ this important
question at a later date. It will be
noticed that the amount spent from loans
was £2,309,552, being £806,462 more than
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for the previous year. In submitting
those fizures I almost feel inclined to
blush, because members opposite have so
frequently and persistently, from the
publie platform, endeavoured to make the
people of the State believe that the party
to which I have at the present time the
hanour to belong, and which are control-
ling the affairs of the State, would refuse
to horrow mouey te carry on public
works, I have to admit at once that per-
haps we have established a record which
will take some vears to beat.

Mr. Monger: The statement was vour
own.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
not correct. T have repeatedly on behulf
of this party, on the publie platform,
denied that we were a non-borrowing
party. What I stated was that the party
stood for the expenditure of loan moneys
on works that would produce inlevest and
sinking fund charges in order to redesm
the loan on maturity, We are attempi-
ing that, as far as it ean be accomplished,
by endeavouring to expend all our
motieys in a direetion which will return
revenue to the State. The veturn to which
I have referred shows, in some detail,
how that loan money was expended. Tt
will be seen under the heading of Rail-
ways, including land resumpfion, we had
to find £1,320,309 while, in the previous
vear, the amount found was only
£750,449. Members are aware of the
faet that large land resumptions have
taken place in the ecapital city, and
while pur predecessors made the resump-
tions, we had to find the cash in order to
effect the settlement and, in faet, some
of the settlements have not yet been com-
pleted, and we shall have to find further
raoney in ovder to keep faith with {he
actions of our predecessors. Beiteving
that the aetion was a wise one and that
it was essential to have sufficient space
to operate the railway svstem on an

.. economic basis, we will have no hesitation

“n finding the money, and also to utilise
v % land to what I believe will be the
ult -ate advantage of the producers and
const: ‘ers of the State. It will be noticed
that la. year we expended £80,842 on
the Frenw ‘tle dock and slip as against

[ASSEMBLY.]

£48,168 in the previons vear. [ have to
regretfully state that all that woney. ex-
pended last vear. together with the large
amonnts expended in previons vears. has
been, what I might term, sunk in the
doek, but we hope to he able to turn the
expenditure of some of that money to
advantage by making provision on that
site for berths for deep sea going vessels
drawing from 30 to 36 feet of water. and
which we expect will, in the net distant
future, be calling at our prineipal port
of TFremantle. Under the heading of
Water Supplies, we expended £31.117,
as agninst £17,696 in the previous vear.
On development. of goldfields, we spent
£92,345, as against £52,960 in the prev-
ious year, Ou development of agrieul-
ture we spent £362406, as against
£196,374 in the previous vear, aud. as I
stated previously, the total comes to
£2,309,552, being £806,462 more than for
the previcus year. T have to candidly
admit that a large proportion of
this loan money was the result of the
commitments of the previous Govern-
ment, but I believe eventoally it will be
found that the money has been well ex-
pended, and that undoubtedly the State
will be reconped. The loan expenditure
last year was equal to £7 16s. 11d, per
head of the mean population, and for the
previous year it was £5 6s. 10d.

Advance to Treasurer.

Before T proceed with the details of the
estimated revenuve and expenditure for
the year, I would like to explain that if
members look through the Tstimates of
Revenue and Expenditure, they will dis-
cover that the usval vote “Advance to
Treasurer” is now deleted. I want to ex-
plain at onee that I did pot delete it be-
canse I was fearful of another Chamber
doing so, but beeause it had no meaning
in the way in which it appeared on onr
Estimates. I have continnally held that
the Treasurer has no right to expend any
portion of the public funds unless he has
the authority of Parliament to do so, and
under the conditions prevailing for a
number of years the Colonial Treasurer
had made himself believe—and I am
quite honest in stating that—and made
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Parliament believe, that by putting this
st on the Estimates as he i, he had
the authovity of Pavliament tu expend
the money, whereas the vote was never
passed by Parliament: it was immedi-
ately written off hy placing a similar sum
against if, and, in the Appropriation
Acts submitted to Parlinment, no mention
was made of the Treasurer’s Advance.
Under this heading we have got into the
habit of building np a TLoan Suspense
Account. There is no legal authority for
such an aceount, any more than there was
legal authority for the Treasurer’s Ad-
vance, as operated on by previous Treas-
urers. I am going to be candid enough
to ask Parliament when they pass the
Appropriation Bill covering so mueh
revenue and expenditure for the year as
shown on these Estimates, to include an
amonnt as an advance to the Treasurer,
which will legalise the creation of the
Loan Suspense Account. 1t must be ad-
mitted that no Treasurer would keep
within the four corners of the estimated
expenditure for the year. There are times
when it is essential that little more should
he expended, aud there are times when
one must spend in a direction in regard
to which Parliament was not consulted.
But the Treasurer and the Government
have to aceept the responsibility for his
action in those directions, and in order
to provide the money, and the anthority
for the Treasurer to draw on the publie
funds for the purpose, we must make
some advanee 1o the Treasurer by way of
appropriation. And, as I said at the
outset, as this item previonsly had no
meaning. and gave no legal authority for
the Treasurer to aet upon, I have deleted
it altogether from the Estimates and will
in future inelude it in our Appropriation
Bill.

Tazation.

1t hon. members turn to the Estimates
of revenne they will notice that I anlier-
pate receiving £62,000 from land lax,
an increase of f£16.834, for the year.
Last vear, and each preceding year, there
has heen a continnal inerease in the
amount received from taxation. Thus
in 1909-10 the amount was £173,746, in
1910-11 it was £179,753, and in 1911-12

2523

it was €200,011. The inereased revenue
is due to several causes, such as inercase
in population adding number to the tax-
payers, a genecnl improvement in husi-
ness. and owoers of 1axable land and per-
sons i receipt of {axable income in back
years who had not furnished returas,
having been disecovered und assessed.
The inrreased revenne in the last year,
as compaved witl: two vears age, amounts
in income tax to £10,000, in land tax to
£11,000 in dividend duty to £12,000, and
in lotalisator duty te £2,000. The divi-
dend duty from mining eompanies shows
a decline, but suck loss was last year
compensated for by the £15,000 collected
on the dividend allotted to shareholders
of the Perlh Gas Company out of the
profits on the sale of the eompany's
business, and by additional tax as the re-
sult of improved business dene by trad-
ing companies. The revenue from total-
isalor duty is dependent direectly on the
business done af racing meetings, where
the totalisator is nsed. This gives some
interesting information to the publie,
As the tax of 6d. in the pound equals,
ronghly, one-fourth of the gross profit
nade by (he racing elubs, it will be seen
that the £0,000 of totalisator duty col-
lected lnst year represents a net profit
to the racing elubs on totalisator busi-
ness of about £27,000 daring the year,
and shows that the swns invested by the
public during the vear through totalisa-
tors amounted to about £350,000, or 23s.
per head of the population. The ex-
petilitnre of {he Taxation DepdYtment
during the three years, omitting refunds
of laxes, which, properly speaking, are
not expenditure, was in 1909-10 £12,909,
in  1010-11 £i1,332, and in 1911-12
£12,732, or an average of £12,324 per
annam. The cost of ecollection of the
taxes during these three years was, there-
fove. only 1s. 4d. in the pound. This in-
eludes all expenses, except office vent and
light. The normal revenue-power under
present conditions of the income tax rate
of 4d. in the pound is £46,500 per annum,
The anual revenue from licenses issued
under the mnew Totalisator Regulation
Act passed in Jannary is estimated at
£400. The fee is lixed by regulation at
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£1 for each £1,000, or part thereof, put
through the totalisator. Tf betting on
the racecourses were restricted to the

totalisator, the revenue from license fees.
as well as tolalisator duty, would be
largely increased. The value of land acta-
allv taxed at the present timeis15%% mil-
lion pounds sterling; of this amount enly.
one-fifth pays land tax at one penny in
the pound, the remaining four-fifths be-
ing ¢lassed as improved land, under the
Taxalion Aect and, therefore, liable to
only one-halfpenny in the pound. The
exemptions from land tax have altogether
relieved land valned at nearly two and
a half million pounds from faxatiou.
There are laree areas of land exempt from
tax for which returns have not been fur-
nished, such not being obligatory under
the Act. Nearly one-fourth of the coun-
try land returned is free of tax, main-
ly as the result of the exemption of con-
ditional purchase land for the first five
years, where the holdings are not in excess
of 1,000 acres. Fach year brings a larger
area of land under the operation of the
land tax, for all the land alienated yearly
becomes ultimately subject to tax, and
land which was omitted from the
veturn in  earlier years is, when
discovered. assessed for all  years.
Hon. members will notice by the
return showing the estimated vevenue
for the eurrent year that I anticipated
obtaining an additional £16,834 under the
laund tux, and £21,013 under the income
tax. whilst, whereas under the existing
Dividend Duties Act we would only re-
ceive according to our estimate, £90,000
for the vear, I now anticipate that about
£100,000 will be brought to aceount. These
figures are based on an Amending Land
and Income Tax Bill, which will embody
dividenwl duty. The latter might then be
more properly termed a tax on profits
earned by companies, All eompanies will,
in future, pay tax on profit, instead of,
as in the past, local companies on divi-
dends declared only, and other compan-
jes on profits. I do not desire to dwell
on the reason why it has been found neces-
sary to embrace the dividend duty within
the four corners of the Lard and Incowe
Tax Bill, but I think my predecessor, the
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leader of the Opposition, will know that
in nrany coses quite a number of taxpay-
ers have virtually declined to comply with
what was a just demand by the Siate,
by refusing to distribute their dividends,
atd have instead cut up the result of
their operations by way of large salaries
and other payments. Thus, of course,
while we undoubtedly received something
from them by way of income tax, we lost
at the same time a considerably larger
contribution under the dividend tax, for,
whereas under the income tax they paid
4d. in the pound, under the dividend duty
they should have paid 1s. in the pound.
In accordance with our policy, which was
endorsed by an overwhelming majority
at the last general elections, the exemp-
tions and rebates under the land tax will
be renoved, and an all-round tax of 1d.
in the pound will be levied, with 50 per
cent. inerease on absentee landholders. In
pursuance of our declared policy, that ex-
isting contracts shall be kept inviolate,
we propose to exempt conditiomal pur-
chase land taken up prior to the passing
of the Aet, until the expiration of the five
years, holding that the transactions were
in the nature of a contract entered into
between the Crown and the tenant. In
aceordance slso with the accepted policy
the Government propose to amend the
income tax by introducing a graduated
tax, commencing at £250, at 4d. in the
pound, which is the present rate, and
rising by gradations to 1s. in the pound
on all incomes of over £3,000 per annum,
with a 50 per cent. increase in the case
of 21l incomes of persons residing outside
the Commonwealth who derive sneh in-
come from Western Australia, excepling
those in the service of the State. By
this means 1 expect to derive an addition-
al £21,000 for the present year, but when
the rates are it operation for the fuil 12
months, I estimate that it will mean
an increase of £20,000 over the actual
amount received last year, or a total in-
crease under land, income, and dividend
taxes, of £32.000.

Land Resumplions.
This brings me to the question of the
present system adopted by the various
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authorities who are empowered by Act
of Parliament to impose rates and taxes
on land, and also to the question of the
conditions under which resumptions are
at present made for publie purposes. A
Bill is in preparation to provide for the
valuation of land throughout the State
for all public purposes being under the
direction of a Valuer (eneral, assisted
by a competent staff of practical land
valuers. It is proposed tbat the values
fixed by the Valuer General shall form the
basis for the pnrposes of land tax, pro-
bate, Government land purchase and re-
sumption, and Government loans on seeu-
rity of veal estate, Further, it is intended
to make it compulsory for all munici-
palities and roads boards to frame their
rate-books, both for unimproved and an-
nnal values, on the values fixed for them
annually, or at other periods by the
Valuer General. A similar Act has been
in force in New Zealand for the past 16
years, and has been productive of im-
mense good. This will remove anomalies
and objections which exist at present
through the different methods adopted by
various local aunthorities in arviving at
valuations, and also some of the difficul-
ties in regard to land vesumption by the
Government. I have no hesitation in say-
ing that through some of the land resump-
lions which have taken place in recent
years the taxpayers have been systemati-
eally robbed by those who happened to
be holding the land at the time of the re-
sumption. How it has been bronght about
it is diffieult to fathom; whether because
cerlain individuals were able to obtain
early information, and arrange accord-
ingly. T am not in a position to say.
Buf. undonbtedly, the present law pro-
viding for the resumption of lands by the
Government permits of sunch information
heing nbtained by persons who, perbaps,
deal in land. and gives them an oppor-
tunity, notwithstanding what price may
be asked by the then helder, to obtain,
when the land is purchased by the Gov-
ernment, that full price, together with
10 per cent. for removal. One instance
might be quoted to show how unfairly this
works against the Government. A per-
son, for whom I have the highest respect,
obtained an option over a piece of land
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of some £6,000 in value. He received that
option by the payment of a mere £5. The
oplion lasted for two montbs. Some two
days before the option expired the then
Government approved of the resumption
of this land, and notified that approval in
the Government Gazette, whereupon the
person of whom I speak at once took up
bis option. But when he submitted his
bill to the Government it was found to
include the £6,000 he had paid to the pre-
vious owner, plos the cost of commission
paid to an agent, plus 10 per cent. on
both these amounts for rvemoving from
the land which he had never oceupied for
a single day., That is the condition of
affairs which prevail at the present time
under the existing law for the resump-
tion of lund for public purposes. This
Government, 1 hope, will never adopt the
attilude of attempting to deal unfairly
with persons in possession of land which
is required for public purposes. 1 hope
we will ever be prepared to pay on be-
half of the taxpayer a fair amount to the
owner for having to remove from his
holding. But I hope the time will soon
pass when any uumber of persons, per-
haps combined for the purpose, may be
able to so manipulate this land as to com-
pel the taxpayer to pay more than a fair
value for the resumption which is neces-
sary in the inferests of the community.

Railways and Trading Concerns.
The nexi matter which is of constder-
able interest to the State is the welfare
of our trading coneerns, The prineipal
trading concerns of the State returned a
snm of £792,000 to the Consolidated Rev-
enne Fund in excess of their expenditure.
The loan money involved in these under-
takings on the 30th June was upwards
of £18,000,000. Therefore the return re-
presented nearly 4% per cent. of that
amount. A perusal of the transactions
of our biggest trading concern, the rail-
ways, is always of paramount interest to
the State. The capital aecount, on the
30th June last, stood at £13,233,093, an
inerease of £1,312,166, as compared with
the preeceding vear. The earnings
amounted to £1,854.604, being an in-
crease of £40,185. On the other hand the
working expenses, namely, £1,343,977, in-
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ereased by £127.500. whilst the interest
bill totalled £493,153, or an increase of

£35,602. The net profit after paying
working expenses and interest was

£101,474, a decrease, it is true, of £122 967
as compared with the Hgures of 1M0-11.
The prineipal items which eonstituted the
capital increase are, additions and im-
provements fo open railways £217,000
—and here I may say this is becoming a
very heavy burden on the working rail-
ways. They have to expend large sums
of loan moneys for the purpese of making
snitable for traftic lines which perhaps
have only just previously been handed
over to them by the Works Department.
This is due, let me say at once. not to any
fanlt on the part of the Works Depart-
meut, but rather to the want of foresight
on the part of Parliament itself, becanse
many of these lines were put down in
the frst insiance as light agriculiural
railways, and to-day are fast becoming
main trunk hnes and are expected to
carry the heavy traffic. For instance,
there is the Goomalling-Merredin line
which passes through perhaps one of the
hest wheat distriets in the State. and which
will be taxed to the utmost to earry what
T hope wili be one of the hest harvests
ever reaped in that distriet. and the Com-
missioner has been put to his wit’s end to
find the necessary funds to keep that
line open. whilst making other neces-
sary extensions and additions on lines

only recentlv handed over to him.
This is a matter which Parhament
will in the uear future have to econ-

sider, namely, whether it is wise and econ-
omical to bnild railways at a small cost
in the fivst place. only to be ohliged
in the future to expend large sums in
improving them after they have been
banded over to the working railways.
As T was saying the capital in-
cerease was mainly aeconnted for by
additions and improvements fo open
railways £247,000, land purchases in
Perth and Fremantle €172,000, rolling
stock added to the system £327,000. and
new lines eonstrueted £430,000. The rail-
ways open at the 30th June last totalled
2,598 miles, an increase of 222 miles, and
it is expected that a further 350 miles

will be handed over during the year.
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making a total of 2,948 miles. Already
this year the Port Hedland-Marble Bar
line of over 114 miles in length has been
taken over, and on completion of the new
lines proposed, a total of 850 miles, we
ghall have a network of 3,450 miles of
railways execlusive of the Trans-Austra-
lian line. The inweased earnings last
year resulied prinecipally from passenger
fares, the exceptlionally dry seasen and
consequent poor harvest having militated
serionsly against the guods traffic. The
fact that there was no decrease is, of
eourse, worthy of votice beeause il indi-
cates the solidarity of the State’s re-
sources, The inerease in working expenses
is accounted for by the improved rates of
pay, the haulage of water involved by
the dryness of the season, and the estra
train mileage to earn inereased revenne
and work the increased mileage open. In
anticipation of future requirements a
large quantity of additional rolling stock
has been ordered, ncluding 79 locomotives
and 1,992 wagons, and further orders will
shortly be placed. It may be stated that
the eapital invested in railways represents
nearly two-thirds of the total State debt.
This huge eoncern pays its own interest,
and provides profit in addition in redue-
tion of general taxation.

Railway Finances.

1t is estimated Lhat for 1912-13 after
paying all  mainienance expendilure

there will he a credit balanee of
£396,000.  Although there -is a Jarge

inerease in  the interest hill tlhere
will, it i5 eslimated, be a surplus at the
close of the vear of £111,000, this not-
withstanding the fact that there will be
an increased expenditure this year of
£105,000 to £110,000 owing to the im-
proved conditions of the staff and the
inereased interest Dbill, the latter alone
amounting to approximately £45,000.
The estimate is: revenue £2,050,000, ex-
penditure €1,433,821, balance £596.179;
less interest £483,000, leaving a profit as
before stafed of £111,17) to go to Con-
solidated Revenue Fund. It is anticipated
that owing to the Government having
abolished the special rate on spur lines—
the faet is perhaps already lost sight of
that sinee the 1st July the rates have heen
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e same on Lhe new lines in agrieultural
districts as on older lines—a loss will be
involved during the current year of about
£20,000, and 1 am assured by the Com-
wis=ioner that it is a conservative esti-
mate, Twenty thousand pounds we are
allowing to remain in the pockets of the
producers in the agrienltaral disiriets,
which previously they were charged on
produce carried over the new lines. Per-
haps this too will be lost sight of again
by some of our friends, who have -con-
tinually opposed our policy of dealing
with the taxation of the land, when they
assert that by inereasing the land taxa-
tion we are puatting a burden upon the
former. But the increased land tax we
propose will not amount to much more
than £20,000 for the whole of the State,
and will amount to very little on those
farmers who will be relieved of this
£20,000 in extra charges placed on them
by our predecessors. Notwithstanding
the improved conditions of employment
and inereased wages, and the extension
of lines whieh in the iniiial stages are
non-paying, it is estimated that wilh a
more buoyant revenue and a firm hold on
the expenditure, the percentage of the
cost of warking should not he exceeded.
It is the intention of the Government that
the railways shall expand until every
section of the (rading community and the
farmers is brought within reasonable
touch of the svstem. The railways of
Western Australia have proved to be a
good finaneinl proposition, and the State
is fortmunaie in having so much of its
eapital invested in them. From the in-
eeption of the railway system in 1879 up
to the end of June last there has been a
profit, after paying working expenses and
inierest, of £1,356,413. There has not
heen a vear since 1893 when the railways
have not shown a profit. Even last year
when the conditions were adverse and
when the crops in many districts were a
total failure, the Government were able to
grant inerements to the extent of ap-
proximately £70,000 to the men in the
railway svstem, by providing them with
a minimum rate of 9s. per day, which we
considered the least pay a man could live
on and rear a family; and yet the year
elosed with a sorplus of £100,000. The
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general prospects of the future are cer-
tainly brighter from a revenue point of
view. In the past 10 years the area under
erop has inereased five-fold, and the pro-
babilities are that this will be more
than maintained. Many unprofitable spur
lines in the enrlier stages of working will
hecome large rvevenue earners later.

Railway Rolling Siock.
During the last three yvears + locomalives,
27 earriages, and 1,333 goods wagons
have been added to stock. There are now
in vourse of eonstrnction or on order 79
locomotives, 14 carriages, 19 brake vans,
and equal to 1,992 four-wheeled wagons,
counting bogie wagous twice. With the
exceplion of 69 of these locomotives which
lave heen ordered from (ireal Britaiu,
the whole of these additions are being
built in the State. With the growth of
the agricultural lines, the linkiug up of
spur lines and their conversion into
loops will enable the system to be worked
more economically and the Depariment
to make more use of its rolling stock.
The workshops are being exiended, and
when ecompleted, the rajlways will be
enabled to deal more eeconomieally with
the eonstruetion and repairg of the rolling
stock. As previously stated the eonditions
of employment lave been considerably
improved of late, the rates of pay com-
paring more than favourably with those
paid by our Eastern neighbours. The
Government ean at least take eredit to
themselves for having at Iast ossured a
liviug wage to all those employed in our
railway system by their action in raising
the minimum rate to 9s. per day. The
expansion of the railway system and the
growlh of its business have necessitated
a comprehensive revision of the chief
depots and stations, causing the resumnp-
tion of a Jarge amount of eity property
to enable the business to be carried on.
These resumptions and the pecessary in-
creased facilities mean the expenditure of
a large amount of capital, but with Lhe
prospects of the State, especially the
tremendous growth in the agmeultural
areas, given average climatic conditions,
the working railways with their eapital
of over £13,000,000 of the State’s total
indebtedness of some £21,000,000, from a
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financial point of view should be one of
the best propositions south of the line.

Nationalisation of Perth Tramways.

This brings me to another feature of the
present Government’s poliey, and that is
the promise we gave to the electors in
Qectober last that subject to abtaining a
majority we would nationalise the Perth
tramway system. That has been accom-
plished, and Parliament having approved
of the purchase of the tramways, arrange-
ments are now in progress for the taking
over of the property by about June next.
In the meantime the Govermmnent have
engaged Mr, Charles Merz, whose reputa-
tion as an eleetrical engineer is world-
wide, to report upon the system before
his return to London. We are desirous
of preparing a comprehensive scheme for
the future operation of the tramway sys-
tem in the metropolitan area, and we want
the scheme put on such a basis that we
can feel certain when we commence it
that it will give the best resnlts for the
least possible expenditure. Mr., Merz has
been engaged at a very small figure ta
call here on his way to London and report
to the Government with regard to the
hest method for the fuiure extension and
operation of the tramway system, and T
am satisfied from the evidence produced
in regard to that gentleman’s capabilities
this will be money well spent, and his
advice will assist us materially when we
take aetual control of the system. Mr.
Merz should arrive in the State some time
early next month. We anticipate that
within a short space of time such material
mprovemenis will be effected in connee-
tion with this service as will make it a
valuable adjnnct to the State railways,
and a Bill will shortly be introduced in
the Assembly providing for the future
working of the system. To clear the
atmosphere, here let me say that we pro-
pose to place the tramway system under
the control of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways.

Commissioner of Railways.
Having dealt with the railway system
perhaps it would not be out of place for
me to explain to members that the agree-
ment between the Government and the
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Commissioner of Railways expires on the
30th June next, and the Government have
been called upon to consider the question
of whether they will extend Mr. Short’s
appointment or call for fresh applica-
tions.

Member: Or abolish the position.

The PREMIER: TIf we abolish the
position of Commissioner we must stitl
have a general manager, and we have
decided to offer M r. Short a re-engage-
ment for a further period. The Govern-
ment have, however, safeguarded the
position by providing that, in the event
of Parliament deciding to revert to Min-
isterial control, Mr. Short will continne
as general manager instead of Commis-
sioner, and that the administration of the
tramway service will form part of the
Raoilway Department and be under the
control of its officers.

State Steamship Service.

Dealing with the Government’s trading
concerns brings me to one which I think
will be of eonsiderable importance to the
State, and one that has been inangurated
by the present Government. I vefer to
the State steamship service. The s.s.
“Wexford,” now known as the “Encla,”
was purehased by the Government for
£10,500 for the purpose of assisting our
producers in the Sounth-Easiern portion
of the State and with a view fo giving
improved facilities for the conveyance
of mails, cargo, etcetera. She commenced
running on the 4th August, and wp to date
has shown a profil ot £250 on lter running,
and that is after allowing all charges that
any private company could possibly allow,
and in some cases even more. She is
proving an excellent vessel for the ser-
vice. The s.s. “Darius,” now known as
the “Kwinana,” has been engaged on the
North-West cattle trade, and is now visit-
ing the Eastern States for the purpose of
bringing over sheep, ¢oal, and bran, hav-
ing taken over 1,000 tons of chaff from
Wesiern Australia to Eastern ports. She
commenced running on the 16th June last,
and up to date shows a profit of £1,759.
She is emiuently suited for the cattle
trade, and will, T am sure, prove a valu-
able asset to the State, and be the means
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of delivering eattle to the metropolis at
a reasonable rate. She was purchased
for £17,000, less an amount to be de-
dueted for eleetrie light installation, and
about £1,200 was spent in alterations.
The manager of the Government Steam-
ship Service has made arrangements for
the “Kwinana” to pay a visit to New
Zealand in the near fature for the pur-
pose of taking produce there and bring-
ing some back. The s, “Western Ans-
tralia,” formerly known as the “Mon-
golia,” is now en route to Fremantle and
shonld be with ns before the end of the
month. She will be engaged upon the
North-West passenger and cattle trade,
and those who have seen the vessel pro-
nounce her as being eminently suited for
the purpose for which she has been ac-
quired. Her purchase price was £39,500,
but with the alterations which have been
effected, including the installation of wire-
less telegraphy, she stands valued at
£30,000 at the present time, In fact, to
give evidence that she is worth £30,000,
1 might explain that fhe insurance com-
panies in England have accepted a risk
to the extent of £50,000 on that boat.
On her maiden trip from the old coun-
try on behalf of the State steamship ser-
vice, she is bringing 79 passengers—30
in the first saloon and 49 in the second—
over 2,000 tons of rails and other cargo.
1 hope members will seize the opportunity
which T trust will present iiself next
weel or, at the latest, the following week,
of inspecting the vessel when she arrives
at our chief port, seeing that she will not
remain long at Fremantle but will leave
a few days after her arrival to make her
firsi trip to the North-West ports. 1n
connection with this steamer, T may
add that tenders were recently called
by the Commonwealih Government for
the North-West mail service and (the
Staie Government lodged & tender. I am
hopeful, therefore, of being able to secure
the contract for the conveyance of His
Majesty’s mails to the North-West por-
tions of our State on somewhat similar
lines to the South-East coast service.

Mr. Male: How will yon work the easi-
ern trade to Singapore?
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The PREMIER: I can assure the hon.
member that he need not egneern himself
as to how we will work the eastern trade.
I am afraid that before the debate closes
he, in eompany with some of the other
members of the Opposition will be trying
to prevent us from working even the
North-West trade, and I trust they will
be as successful as they have been up to
date in their eriticisma.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You promised
the hon. member to work the Java trade.

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
find us working the Java and perhaps
other trades as well, because we are de-
termined tbat nothing shall militate
against the produce of tlis State finding
the markets of the world at as little
cost as possible. The estimated expendi-
tare for the year in connection with the
State steamship service is £61,462, while
the revenue has been estimated at £73,000,
showing an anticipated profit on the
operations of the four steamers of £3,462.
I want fo admit at onee that it is sowne-
what difficult to arrive at anything like
correct figures in econnection with the
operations of new concerns of this nature,
but I am assured by the manager that
this amount will be reached; in faet,
Judging by the operations of the two
steamers to date, it appears that we
will exceed that profit. We will attain
that profit without increasing the rates;
in faet we have already made consider-
able reductions in the rales to the South-
East service, and we hope we will be
able to do the same in the North-West
service eventually. Tt is diffieult to de-
terinine with anything hike accuracy the
earnings and expendifure in conneetion
with such new serviees, but. judging
by the pesitien to date, and the pros-
pective bookings, we will exceed the
£8,000 odd anticipated profits.

Shipment of Cattle.
In any case, the steamers were not pur-
chased with the sole object of making
profit, but. mainly with the idea of de-
veloping our State industries and with
a view to assisting the people and con-
trolling the prices of the people’s food-
stuffs. 1In this connection the Govern-
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ment have utilised the s.s. “Kwinana”
to bring to the metropolitan area a ship-
ment of cattle from the aborigines' sta-
tion' in the Kimberleys. This shipment
of cattle totalled 502 bullocks. We had
to utilise this steamer to bring eattle
from the ahorigines’ stalion because no
other cattle were otfering. The people
whe combined in the past l'or purchasing
and bringing stock 1o the market had so
effectnally combined that they had pur-
chased all the stock, and no shipment was
left for the “Kwinana” to bring down.
It was an aet of grace on the part of
our predecessors when they purechased
that station {o provide us with stoek. The
total cost, which includes the top market
price to the aboriyines' station as pre-
vailing in the Kimberleys and the gene-
ral freight clharges—not reckoned on the
basis of a chartered steamer, which would
be considerably less—together with the
proportion of head office salaries, was
£4,167 on that shipment. The total
amoun{ realised from the sale of this
shipment was £4,628, or a profit on the
shipment of 502 bullocks of £460, or
nearly €1 per head. The Government
commenced the sale of these cattle on the
hoof in the open markets, but subse-
quenlly opened a meat stall in the Perth
markets and vetailed the meal at a con-
siderable reduction on the prices previ-
ously ruling. The profit on the operations
to the 5th Oectober amounted approxi-
mately to £500.

Mr. {ieorge: That is on the retail?

The PREMIKER: Yes. notwithstanding
the considerable reduction in the price
of meat as charged to the public. With-
out taking inlo counsideralion any profit
which we may have made on our opera-
tions in this direction, members will ap-
preciate the advantage derived by the
people when it i= poiuted oul that it ey
operations had the effect of reducing the
price of beef one penny per pound only
oh the price previously prevailing, and
memhbers know the effect was to redure
the price one penny. and in some cases
twopence. threepence, and fourpence per
pound, but it the price was reduced only
one penny per pound it wounld total dur-
mg the short period referred io--that
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is six weeks—something approximating
£10,000, which sum has remained in the
pockets of the eonsumers within the met-
ropolitan area, That is, I think (he best
testimony that this Government can bring
fo bear to show {1hat they have been
keeping faith with the promise they made
to the electors in Oectober last that they
would make an effort and believed they
would be successful in reducing the cost
of foodstuffs to the people. That £10,000
is in the pockets of the conswmers, and
in other vircumstanees, had not we gone
into Lhe trade, that amount would have
wone inte the pockels of five or six in-
dividnals.

DPublic Works Depariment,

The Public Works Department of ihis
Stale has been more active during the
past year ihan in any previous year of
the Slate’s history. The tolal amount
expended by this department from Loan
and Revenue Jast vear totalled £1,551,490,
of which £1,481,881 was on account of
aclual expenditure on works and build-
ings and other services, and the balance,
£69,6106, on aceount of salaries, the per-
centage of salaries to the amount ex-
pended being 4.7, and the lowest on
record. The amount of increase over the
preceding year was no less than £345,000.
With reference to the percentage of
salaries to expenditure, il is interesting
to note that in the year 19034 the ratio
was 6.03, bul this increased until in
1903-6 il was 9.28, since which date there
has been a sleady reduction. In view of
the criticism whiell was levelled against
the Guvernment with regarl to lack of
energy in the way of railway econstrue-
lion, it should bhe nutel thal the tofal
expenditure under this head Jast year was
£690,957, being an increase of no less
than £187.000 on that of the preceding
vear. The amount expended from Con-
solidated Hevenue only was €206,165, as
agains! £161,467 during the previons year,
an increase of £43,000

Railway Conrstruction.

During the year the department eom-
pleted the construclion of and handed
over to Working Railways the following
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lines :—Sonthern Cross-Bullfineh, 1ow-
erin-Merredin (Merredin seefion), Katan-
ning-Nampuap, Wagin-Dumbleyung exten-
sion, Goomalling-Wongan Hills, Boyup-
Kojonup, Naraling-Yuna, and the Kal-
goorlie magazine sidings, representing a
total of 221% miles. [n addition the
Tort Hedland-Marble Bar railway, the

Tambellop-Gnowangerup railway, and
the Upper Darling railway extension,

totalling 13034 miles, have been com-
pleted though not lhanded over to the
Railway Department.  Thus the total
length of railways opened for traffic up
to the 30th June, 1912, was 2,508/
miles, as against 2,3761% miles in June,
1911. The lines at present in progress
are the Northampton-Ajana railway,
Dwellingup-Hotham and extension to
Crossman, Quariading-Nunagin, Wongan
Hills-Mullewa, Wiekepin-Merredin, and
Tambellap-Ongerup,  second section
Gunowangernp-Ongerup, a totnl of 434
miles at present under construction. Two
further railways have been authorised,
namely, the Brookten-Kunjin, 50 miles,
and the Yillimining-Kondinin, 71 miles.
As regards the first, the eonstruction has
been held in abeyance unilil a deeision
has been arrived at as to the route of
the Transeontinental railway between
Kalgoorlie and KFremantle, and whether
it will be more advantageous to earry
it from Perth by the souilherly route vic
Armadale and Brookton or by the north-
arly route via Midland Junelion and the
Swan valley. Regarding the Yillimin-
ing-Kondinin line, the permanent survey
is completed and a commencement will
shortly be made with (he e¢onsiruetion.
The Govermment have prepared a Bill
for the eonstruction of a wide gange line
botween Merredin and (oolgardie, this
section being adopted for the reason that
the present line is in duplicate between
Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie, and it is not

yet determined as 1o the most ad-
vintageous Toule between Fremantle
and Merredin. The Bill referred to

which bas now reeeived Lhe assent of the
Governor is to permit of the duplication
of the line between Merredin and Cool-
gardie so as to expedite the large amount
of traffic consequent upon the earriage of
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material for the eonstruetion by the Com-
monwealth CGovernment of the Trans-
Australian line from Kalgoorlie o Pmt
Angusta. Meanwhile a snrvey has been
carried through the Darling Range from
Armadole to Brookton, a distance of St
miles. The ruling gradient, one in eighty
necessitates at least two shori tunnels
and long lengths of bheavy earth works,
and estimates are now bheing got out for
this route. It is not anticipated that
there will be any engineering diffieulty of
momen{ between Brookton and Merredin.
Surveys are now in progress to the north
of Midland Junction to obtain the ruling
evadient and curves of a minimum radius
of 20 ehains. This is by no means an
easy proposition and three separate trial
lines are in eourse of survey— (1) fol-
lowing the Swan valley to its juncfion
with the Woorcloo brook, running up
this valley and junctioning with the East-
ern railway in the neighbourhood of
Werribee.  {2) following up the Swan
valley to the Red Swamp gully and pro-
cgeding up that gully and junetioning
with the Eastern railway near Clackline.
(3) following the Swan valley to the
junction ot the Avon valley. ranning up
the Avon valley via Toodvay and june-
tioning with the Bastern railwayv at Nor-
tham, None of these lines is easy and a
considerable amouni ol work lhas to be
done before comparative estimates of the
cost ean be given. Moreover, it is by vo
means ensy subsequent to the junction of
the two first mentioned, lo obiain the rul-
ing gradient on the existiug Fastern rail-
way to Northam. The distance hy either
of these routes from Midland to Northam
is approximaifely 70 iles, There are
other routes of which inspections are
being  made—south  of  Midlad  trom
Beenup joining (he recently surveved
trial lines helween Mrmadale and Brook-
ton, north of Midland from Bullsbrook,
from Cullala, fron Muchea, and from
Mogumber via Wongan Hills, The diili-
cilty with all these lines is to economic-
ally negotiate 1he Darling Range with the
ruling gradienl of one in eighiy.

Iarbours and Rivers.

Havbours and rivers have not heen ne-
glected by the present Government. We
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have already advised Parliament of the
reasons leading up to the abandonment
of the Fremantle dock, but I want to say
that a communieation has been received

from the Prime Minister to the effect that
the Federal Government contemplate
making provision for a foating dock of
a lifting capacity of 18,000 tons, and
this will be available for mereantile
marine shipping as well as for naval
purposes, Just here I wonld remark
that from time to time comments have
been made by members of Parliament and
of public bodies upon deputations to the
Government and at publie functions em-
phasising the necessity of making the
oeean gate of the west thoroughly up to
date by providing for the deepening and
extension of the Fremantle harbour so
as to admit of the leviathans stated to be
in course of erection or about to be
built. Fven prior to the unfortunate en-
foreed abandonment of the work at the
Fremantle dock, the Govermment had
been in communication with the Agent
General with a view to ascertaining the
probable increased size of mail or other
steamers, the depih of water required,
and the possibility of such steamers mak-
ing Fremantle a port of eall. Sir New-
ton Moore placed himself in immediate
eommunieation with the prineipal ship-
ping people of the old world, and as a
resnlt of his inguiries the following in-
formation has been made available—
Messrs, A, Holt & Co., have now under
construetion two vessels each 580fi. Qin,
long over all, 68ft. 31%in. hread and 33ft.
dvaft. It is not, however, their intention
that these vessels shall eall at Fremantle
at present., The White Star Company
have under construction at Belfast a
triple serew stenmer named “Ceramiec.”
This steamer when fully immersed they
estimate will draw abont 34ft. 6Gin. of
water. Her length is 675ft. over all, and
beam 60ft. Messrs. T, and J. Harrison
report that the largest steamer they have
whieh is likely to come to Auastralia is the
“Wayfarer”; length over all abont 520ft.,
beam 58ft., and extreme loanded draft
31ft. 934in. Messrs. George Thompson
and Co. state that the steamer now being
built for their firm will be considerably
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larger than their preseni vessels, the
dimensions of the new steamer being—
length overall 548 feet, breadih moulded,
67 feet, load draft 31ft. 6in. Messrs.
Thompson and Co. have expressed plea-
sare ‘at learning that the Wesfern Aus-
tralian Goverument are alive to the in-
crensing size of steamers and the conse-
quential harbour acconumodation re-
quired. The Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company report with
regard to the draft of vessels which may
be expected to be put on the Aunstralian
trade in fulure that, in round figures,
they think 30ft. draft would be a point
to be arranged for, and as to length of
vessels, the company’s steamers of the
“Medina” class are 350ft. in length, and
that the Government would be wise in
their opinion to adopt dimensions
greater than tiose of any steamers at
present engaged in the Australian trade.
The Orient Steam Navigation Company
state that they appreciate the import-
ance of the inquiry the Government are
making as to the dvaft and length of
vessels that ave likely to make use of the
harbour of Fremantle in the future, that
they have no vessel under construetion at
nresent but that the general trend is in
the direetion of larger vessels, the dimen-
sions of the fast mail and passenger
steamers being, in all probability. in-
ereased in size until thev reach G20ft, in
length, 69£t. in breadth, and 28ft. draft,
with a displacement of about 22000 tons
that it is likely, however, thai large and
heavy draft eargo vessels will be the first
to require at Australian ports increased
draft and accommodation provided good
seasons prevail, and that such vessels
would probably make the voyage to Aus-
tralia via the Cape, and not be in any
way restrieted as to dimensions by the
Suez Canal regulations or liability to pay
canal dues on their large tonnage; but
on the contrary the large tonnage would
be available for the earriage of coal on
a route where the steaming distances be-
tween ports are greafer than via Suez.
The Norddenthseher Lloyd Company
state that they have no steamer buitding
for the Australian trade bigger than the
5.5, “Berlin” nor do they intend te build
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any at present. The dimensions of the
“Berlin” are—length over all 612ft. 10in.,
length between perpendiculars 390ft. 2in.,
breadtl G9ft. 7in., draft 30ft., gross ton-
nage 17,324, net tonnage 9,834. In dis-
missing this subject I need only add that
the Government are fully alive to its
supreme importance to the welfare of
their chief port, and whatever step is
taken will be after having obtained con-
fident and veliable advice, and Parlia-
ment and the puoblic will be taken into
our econfidenee when any definite step
is about to be launched. As a prelimi-
nary, the Government have under eon-
sideration the desirability of providing
further herthing acecommodation within
the existing area west of the bridges,
totalling over 2,000ft. of wharfage, which
will inelude provision for three vessels
drawing up to 36Gft., whilst the harbour
area already available is being dredged
to 33ft, Pending further definite infor-
mation in regard to this project, the
Government do not propose taking any
further action. Tn aceordance with the
promises made, preliminary investiga-
tions were commenced at Albany, Bun-
bury, and Geraldton, with a view to ex-
tensions and improvements to harbours.
These investigations will be eontinued
until such time as the necessary data
have been collected to enable the scheme
to he prepared.

Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage.

In view of the dry
enced last year and with a view to
keeping the settlers on the land,
the Government spared no expense
in the divection of preving water sup-
plies in the drought-stricken areas.
Parties were distributed over all por-
tions of the agrienltural distriets engaged
in the allocation of water, by the sink-
ing of wells and, where water eounld not
be obtained in this way, by the sinking
of dams. The expenditure under this
head was £88,557 from the vote “De-
velopment of Agriculture” under Loan
Funds, and in addition further sums of
maney were expended in earrying water
by rail and distributing it into tanks at
varions peints as required. Something

season  experi-
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less than cost price was charged for the
water, and the farmers will be enabled
to pay the amounts owing on the tine-
payinent system. The sewecrage work
has been proceeded with as rapidly as
possible, with the result that on the 30th
June, 1,300 houses were connected, while
1,435 have been connected to date. A
commencement with bouse connections
has also been made at Fremantle. Satis-
factory progress has been made with the
varions drainage works authorised, the
Government being fully alive to the neces-
sity for making use of the sodden lands
which, without drainage, eannot be
utilised. With a view to irrigation, in-
vestigations are being made more parti-
cularly in the Harvey and Bunbury dis-
triets, in order to commence operations
as soon as Parliament has approved of
the Trrigation Bill now before another
Chamber.

Public Works Krpenditure.
The expenditure on new schools and ad-
ditions to existing buildings during last
vear totalled close on £72,000, heing—
Loan £27,764, Revenue £29,880, and
Property Trusi Aceount £314,610, and up
to the end of the yvear thirty new schools
were fnllv eompleted and handed over to
the Eduneation Department, and sobstan-
tial additions were made to 27 other
school buildings. In pursuanee of their
poliey the Government have commenced
the erection of the first of the number
of sawmills which will be required to ful-
fil the contract entered into with the
Commonwealth Government, and also to
provide for own local requirements. A
manager has recently been appointed,
and every slep will be taken to construct
other mills as required. At Boya it was
Ffound necessary to reopen the old Crov-
ernment quarry in order to provide stone
required for eonerele work in connection
with the Fremantle doek. In view of the
faet that a similar ¢lass of stone will be
required for other public works and for
other departments, the Government de-
cided to treat it as a trading coneern,
with the result that it is now paying
interest, sinking fund. and deprectation,
and previding a small margin of profit.
Large quantities of stone are bheing
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crushed for reservoir work, the Railway
Department, and various munieipalities
and roads boards who are using metal
on road formation. The Commeoenwealth
anthorities are now in communication
with the Government for the purchase
of metal in connection with the work
they are doing at the Cockburn Sound
harbour. Steps are now being taken
to remove the Fremantle workshops from
the north to the sonth side of the river,
this being necessary on aceonnt of the
dock having been abandoned and also
becanse an additional area is requirved
owing to the necessity for expanding in
order to turn ont the work required by
the various departments. In eonneetion
with the departmental construction of
public works, it is interesting to note
that on the 24th August, the Publie
Works Department alone emploved no
lesg than 3,031 wmen, the majority of
eourse being on railway eonstruection
works, harbours and rivers, and sewer-
age. The estimated expenditure for this
year is £301,158, being an increase of
£04 993 over the actoual expenditure last
year, and an increase of £86,878 on the
amonnt voted last year. As against this
large increase in anticipated expenditure,
the estimated revenune is £39,000 com-
pared with £13,000 reeceived last year.
The increase in both expenditure and re-
venue is largely due to the fact that this
vear, for the first time, provision is made
on the Bslimates for the Fremantle
worksheps and Boya quarries. It will
be noted that the antieipated revenue
from these iwo eoncerns, £31450 in the
case of the Fremantle workshops, and
£10.510 in the case of the Boxa quarries,
is not much in excess of the expendi-
fure. €33.200 in the former case, and
£0,050 i the latter ease: but in this con-
neetton it must be remembered that the
Fremantle workshops perform services
almost solely in eonnection with Govern-
ment depariments, which services ave, of
eourse, charged to various votes of Parlia-
ment. and, therefore, it is not considered
necessary to make provision for any large
profit. Tn faet, it is not neeessary to
make a profil at all, certainly not a large
prolil, because the departments would
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have to pay a larger amount which would
eventually have fo go back lo revenne.
The anticipaled expenditnre for Works
salaries is  L066,570, or a decrease of
£3,040. This of course being due to the
transfer of ofiicers to the Water Supply
Pepartment. The credit on this account
for the full yvear is £8,168. The total
amount provided for increascs to officers
on Lhis vear's Estimates is £674, prae-
tically the whole of which is on account
of ofticers receiving less than £232 per
anpum. 1t will be noticed ihat the
amount allocated to Revenue this year,
C15,000. is about 1500 more than last
vear, This is on aceount of the fact
that the Revenue expenditure on works
is heavier than it was last vear, and the
ratio of salavies 2oes up accordingly.

Roads and Bridges and Buildings.

Tnder the heading of “Roads and
Bridges,” £2,730 wore is provided this
vear lhan on the last Estimates. This in-
ereased provision is necessary on account
of the increased number of roads bodrds.
I might easily have considered the desir-
ability, nnder existing conditions, of hav-
ing refused to continue to assist our loecal
authorities as we have been doing in
the past in the work they are accomplish-
ing which assists, as T have stated on many
occasions, in the mailerial development of
our various industries. By that means
1 could have adjusted fo some extent the
finaneial posifion, but I think such action
would bave been just as deirimental as
aetion on our own part in refusing to
spend money on public works which are
g0 necessary in assisting the people de-
veloping our indnsirvies. The loeal an-
thorities are doing magnificent work in
their way, whieh is of equal importance
o that performed hy the central Govern-
ment : and to atfempt to adjust the finan-
ces hy refusing to render them the assist-
ance required from the central Govern-
ment would, in my opinion, he a step
in the wrong divection. Thus we have
acinally  provided, notwithstanding  the
condition of owr flinances, a larger sum
than previously by way of granis to loral
authorities, princip-ally to roads hoards.
A sum of €3.700 has heen specially pro-
vided. heing (he estimaled subsidy on li-
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ceiises  collecled which the Government
will have to pay under the provisiens of
the new Traffic Bill for the six mouths
comnnencing the 1st Jamuary next. This
money is to be earmarked for the mainien-
ance of main voads. In the past the
amount collected by way of license fees
by loeal anthorities has not earried any
subsidy from the ceniral Government,
but we have made provision to pay a
subsidy to the local anthorities on condi-
tion that the money so raised shall be ear-
marked for the purpose of maintaining
the main roads. Harbours and rivers show
an increase of £3,355. mainly on aecount
of necessary repairs to jetties, eteetera,
in the North-West, partly due to damage
caused by the storms of last year. Public
buildings show an increase of £13,9086, the
prineipal items being—publie schools, an
increase of £6,500; and hospitals, an in-
crease of £4,490. On the Property Trust
Estimates the amount available for ex-
penditure is £41,838, as against a total
vole of £44,781 last year. OFf the total of
£41,838 available, provision has been made
for new sehools and additions to exist-
ing buildings to the extent of £23,901. The
balanee eovers—salaries, £2,000; bridges,
£4140; police buildings, £2,369; court
houses, £2,063. sheds for inspection of
fruit, eleetera, at Albany, £1.508. and
hospitals, £865.

Education Facilities.

Hon. members will discover by the large
amount of expendilure on the I’voperty
Trust Aceount and on the general Re-
venue account, logether with Loan Funds,
thal we are attempting fto kieep pace
wilth the times in providing our ehildren
with decent education, amd we believe this
is going to be a heavier burden in the
future than in the past. We hear so many
frequently assert that it is the duty of
the State to provide schools in remote
quarters of the State, with which we
agree, and alke to provide teachers to
enable the man out in the wilds, or what
may he termed the wilds, endeavouring
to turn them to some aecount for the bene-
fit of the Stiate as a whole, to have his
children decently educated, which means
also that we must provide these
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teachers with decent salaries,
bering the conditions under
they exist; yet we find these very
people complain  most bitterly when
they are asked to carry their fair
burden of the expense entailed upon the
State. Even members of Parliament too
frequently, when making demands on the
Treasurer, forget that we cannot find
money execept by the operation of our
trading concerns or by the taxes paid by
the general taxpayers.

Mz, O'Loghlen: Do not lock at me.

The PREMIER: T am not locking par-
ticularly at the hon. member because he
is as modest as any member, and that is
not saying mmel, bot [ wish hon. mem-
bers would sometimes remember that we
eannot continue to expend money in the
direclions they so frequently require. It
is not difficult to get an hon. member to
object to expenditure in some other mem-
ber’s district, but when they are side by
side perhaps after all the objection raised
has less ground than that which might
be made against the hon. member’s own
recuest.

remem-
which

Karri Sleepers for Commonwealth.

This brings me to another question whirsh
is of paramount importance at the preseni
time, Lhat is the action of the Government
i undertaking to supply the Common-
wealth Government with sleepers in con-
nection with the construction of the rail-
way from NKalgooriie to Porl Augusta.
T want to say that, despite the eriticism
from interested parties, and I emphasise
the word “interested,” I feel sure that the
action of the Governmeut in endeavour-
ing to turn our valnable karri forests to
advantage will prove one of the bhest ad-
vertisements for owr timbers, quite apari
from the fact that by the utilisation of
powellised karri no less a sum than two
millions sterling will cireulate within the
State during the time that the Trans-
Australian railway is under constraction.
The Government are not oblivious of the
merils of jarral. 1 want to say at once
that | regret exceedingly {bat it shouald
have been fouud necessary, when object-
ing to the action of the Commomvealth
and the State Governments in utilising
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karri, to do an injury to one of the tim-
bers of the State. While we are anxious
to place karri on the market, we are not
desirous of belittlimg the value of jarrah.
Jarrah has stood the test of time and we
have vot done anything that can be said
to be detrimental to those whe are en-
gaged in the jarrah trade. T believe it
will be proved that karri will give even
better results than jarrah, when that Lir-
ber is used on the bed of a trunk line such
as the Transcontinental railway. At the
present time another Governmeni—not
the Commonwealth Govermuent—is in
treaty with us for the supply of a large
quantity of karri sleepers, a greafer quan-
tity than the Commonwealth Government
have eontracted for, and 1 amy thoroughly
satisfied that the inquiry would not have
been received from the quarter referred
to unless that Government, on their part,
had made thorongh investigations with re-
gard to the merits of karri when properly
treated. I regret that perhaps the mosi
damaging advertisement our timbers have
yet received was given to them as the re-
sult of the discussion which took place in
the Federal Parliament only yesterday,
and the most disappointing and regret-
table feature of that debate was the fact
that some of our own State representa-
tives, or those who ¢laim to be Stale re-
presentatives, were responsible for it. One
hon. gentleman, Mr. Hedges, was careful
and very anxious to tell the Federal Par-
liament and the public that he was not
interested in the jarrah trade, and by that
means he attempted to make those to
whom he was speaking believe that he
was a disinterested party, and that he had
no objection to karri being uvsed, and that
he was not concerned as to whether jarrah
was used or not. I want to say that T
have busied myself during the last 24
hours in frying to discover whether there
was any truth in the rumour that Mr.
Hedges himself, not in any partnership,
but himself was interested in jarrah coun-
try. because such a rumour was floating
about the town. The result was that I dis-
covered that Mr. Hedpes was registered
in book 224 of the Titles Offiee, folio 26,
as holding 5,450 acres of some of the
best of our jarrah eountry.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: That would not
go very far tewards supplying sleepers
for the Trans-Australian railway.

The PREMIER: I admit that that
tract of eountry would not supply all the
sleepers necessary, but if he eould obtain
a coniract for even a guantity, as others
have been able to do, it would have been
of advantage te Mr, Hedges, However, I
am not worried as to whether Mr. Hedges
desired to get any part of the contract
or nof, but what 1 am concerned about is
that he rose in his place and protested
against karri sleepers being used for the
railway., When he did Lhal he inight have
been candid enough to bave first of all
explained, and not denied, that he was in-
terested in jarrah country.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Every farmer has
a jarrah tree on his land, and is eonse-
quently interested in jarrah ecountry.

The PREMIER : This area now held by
Mr. Hedges was originally in the name
of the Occidental Syndicate of London
and it was transferred to David Henry
Sinelair, Silver-street, London, on June
19, 1905, and totally transferred to Wil-
liam Noah Hedges and registered on the
18th April, 1910, the transfer being dated
6/4/1910, and the yprice paid being
£2.500. T have here a plan of thaf block
of land and I find that if it will not he
passed through by the railway from Pin-
jarra to Crossman, that line will go very
close to it. 1In spite of this Mr. Hedges
denied that he was interested in jarrah
country in Western Anstralia.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Had you better
not quote what he said?

The PREMIER : 1 eonsider this a most
disgraceful athitude for a representative,
or one who claims himself to be a repre-
sentative of this State in the Federal Par-
liament to adopt, especially when he must
have known that the other States were
just as desirovs as we were to obtain a
contract for the sleepers. He used the
fact that we have eoncluded a contraet
with the Federal Government to iry
and belittle what had been done, and
considering the effect that this aetion
might have had on the State and on the
industry, that hon. gentleman’s econduet
was most disgraceful and was such that
surely the people of Westerr Australia
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will not tolerate. We have not entered
into this business with our eyes closed.
We have too much respect for the Federal
‘Government to aitempt te trap them in
any way or to do something that will be
to their detriment and the detriment of
the taxpayer. And when any person has
the temerity to say that the Federal Gov-
ernment ounly entered into this contraci
becanse they wanted to assist the State
Governuent in some of their socialistie
enterprises, he must have forgotten that
lie represented 24,000 people in this State.
It is regrettable to think that a gentleman,
whom our friends opposite so frequently
applaud—T refer to Sir John Forrest—
and refer to as o devoled son of Western
Ausiralia, should have lent himself to
support such a motion as that submitied
by Mr. Hedges, and thus do something
which was detrimental to this couniry.
Do uot hon. members who have an in-
teresl in the welfare of the State appreci-
ale the faet that the money which will
be sent to this State by the Common-
weallh Government for the purchase of
ihe sleepers will be of immense benefit
to ns?  And yet those gentlemen in the
Federal Parlinment, in their siatement
whieh, if not incorrect, did not convey the
truth in connection with this matter, at-
templed to prevent this money being ecir-
enlated wilthin the State whieh they are
expeeled to represent.  We have hearcd
every day for yeavs past that karri has
been used on the Grealt Southern Railway
with not very preat suceess, but we are
nol now nsing it under conditions under
which it was used on thal line. We are
using it after it has been ireated by a
process that has stood the fest of fime,
and we arve satisfied wilh the evidence
whieh has heen produced in the presence
of the Governor and officers of the Rail-
way  Department recently., that karr,
when propevly powellised, will resist the
attack of dry rot as well as the attack of
while anfs. We have a piece of timber
which for four years was in a culvert in
the Sonth-West, a culvert previously con-
sirneted with jarrah, and which had been
completely eaten out by white ants. The
powellised karri was placed in the cunl-
vert in snch a manner as not to disturb
the white ants, but {fo give them the op-
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portunity of playing havoe with it. When
that timber was taken out it was sound
everywhere. We bhave abundant evidence
that we can turn this timber into great
value, and more than that it will make
that land, whereon it grows, and which
is practically the most valuable soil in the
eountry, available for settlement, and that.
is one of the things which I believe will
be appreciated in years to come. I will
leave this subjeet, having perhaps said
not all that might have been said in re-
gard to it. Sufficient, however, has been
said to show that we have done something
that will reflect credit not only on the
State and this Government, but the Fed-
eval Government, as being fearless and
prepared to aecept the advice of our offi-
cers and of the Government of Western
Australia.

Waiter Supply Depariment.

In connection with the Works Depart-
ment, we have previously had a number
of officers who were responsible for the
control of the water supplies in different
parts of the Siate; we also had officers
attached to the Lands Department and
others connecled with the Mines Depart-
ment and officers in almost all the depart-
menls responsible for water supplies. We
found officers going out to one distriet
to Iocaie a water supply for one purpose,
and tmmediately after they had left, an-
other gang went to the same place to
locate water for a different deparvtment.
In accordance with our policy we have
amalgamated the water supplies under the
one department, which is now con-
trolled by the Minister for Works.
The hranches transferred to this new
department comprise the Goldfields
Water Supply. the Metropolitan Water
Supply. Sewerage and Drainage Sys-
fem, the water supplies in agrieul-
tural distriets, (he mines water supply
generally, drainage and irrigation works

generally. country  towns’ water
supplies. and  artesian Doring and
maintenance of stock routes. In re-

gard to the Goldfields Water Supply
branch the total eapital expenditure now
amounts to £3,317,444, the sum of
£64,743 having been expended during the
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past vear. Working expenses amount to
£78,240 as against £70,972 in the preced-
ing vear, the increase being prineipally
in conmeetinn with the main eonduit. The
revenne for the year reaehed the amount
of £243.521, being £5,853 greater than in
the preceding vear. The net vesnlt of
the year's operations is a defieit of
£27.182, as compared wilh £23,613 in the
year hetore. It st oot be forgoiten
vt what i= known as (he deficit on the
year's opernfions w after charging in-
terest on the capital whieh has been
expended and also charging something
like three per cent. sinking fund where
on other works. the charge in most eases
is 1% per ceni. and in some cases one per
cent.  Tor the curvent vemr working ox-
penszes are expecied fn increase by about
£11.000. due lo the necessity for addi-
tional work on the wmain eondnii. and ad-
ditional inierest and sinking and pay-
ments on new capital expenditure will
amount o £4.500. The revenue. on the
other hand, it is antieipated, owing to the
redueed mining consumption at Kalgoorlie
will not exceed the amount raised last year,
The new capital expenditure for the past
vear ineluides £21,020 onworks for prevent-
ing corrosion of the main conduit, and
£21,779 for 111 miles of cxtensions of
water mains in agrienllwral districis.  in
regard to the latter one-half of the first
vear's water rale is heing remitted. and in
consequence the extensions will nol earn
their full revenue uniil the expiration of
a vear after insiallation. The saim of
€14.433 was spent on mining exfensions,
and £4.762 on town velienlation.  The
capital expenditure during the vear in
connecfion with the Mefropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage. and Drainage Depart-
meni on works within the metropoliian
aren amounted to €150116, bringing the
totnl expenditure up to £1.304,481. The
toial expenditure for the vear on revenne
acconnt. including interest and sinking
fune on all loan eapital, except that relat-
ig to sewerage consirnetion nol vet {rans-
ferred frem the Public Works Depari-
ment. amounled to £55983. and the gross
revenue -to £73.779, the Dhalance of
£17.796 being applied towards deprecia-
tion on water supply works. and to in-
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terest and sinking fund evacges, on sewer-
age aud storm water capital expenditure.
In the eurrent year the income is expected
to 1each £100,000, and the expenditure on
revenue account £73,885, exclusive of in-
lerest and sinking fund ehnrges on ex-
penditure from General Loan Fund., The
inereuse in expewiture is accounied for
by additonal eharges for interesl and
sinking tund on uew expenditure, and the
inerease in earnings is due principally v
the new sewerage and storm water rates,
In respect to water supplies in agricul-
tural distriets, apart froin those retieu-
lated from Mundarving, it may he said
that owing to fhe exceptional dryness of
the season the work of providing water
supplies in agrieultural disiriets hag heen
most actively pushed forward,  The snm
of L2806 has heen expended wout of
General Loan Funds on ihe construciion
of tanks and wells and on boring opera-
tigns, The results were heneficinl, and
assisted maferially in enabling numbers of
settlers to remain on iheitr holdings whuo
would otherwise have been driven off the
land. A result of this work has heen thie
discovery and development of a larae
iumber of sources of water which will
prove permanent and valuable assels (o
the State. The work comprised the sink-
g of 122 wells, the construction ol 97
dams of capacifies ranging from 1,000 1o
3,600 cubie yards, and the driving of
1145 bores of an aggrewale length of
52,574 feet, The resulis from the hores
driven are as Tollows: —Fresh water was
atriuek 1o t63 hoves. stock waler in 89
hores, and salt water or negative results
in 893 bores. In addition to the work
outined abave arrangemenis were marle
for hauling the Mundaring water along
the several railways in the dry aveas fov
the relief of agrienlturisis, the guantity
of water supplied in this way amounling
to over four million gallons. The snm of
£41,342 was spent on loan works in pro-
viding water supplies, roads. etcetern, in
mining distriels gencrally, and £20.917
was spent from revenue on maintenance
work. The revenue earned amounled 1o
£10,888. The revenue from this source is
expeeted in the currenl year to inerense
to £14,000 on acconnt prineipally of the
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approaching completion of new water
supply schemes in the promising centres
of Meekatharra and Ora Banda. The cost
of works of drainage and river snagging
charged to loan amounted in the year to
£26,706. The loan expenditure under tha
heading of “country towns waler sup-
plies” amounted for the year to £23,194,
the more important works now under con-
struction being the Albany water supply,
estimated to cost £52,000, the Wagin
water supply, estimated to eost £11,000,
the Busselton water supply, estimated
to cost £3,300, and the Roebourne
waler supply, estimated to cost £2,300.
Sehemes  for o water supply for
Geraldton and for supplying hills water
fo Bunbury, are now under consid-
eration. Loan expenditure on artesian
boring and maintenance of stock routes
amounted to £6,228 within the year, and
£4.700 was spent from revenne on upkeep
and maintenance. In regard to the fin-
ancvial features of the new Water Supply
Department, the saving in adminisiration
anticipated from the amalgamation will
nol be apparent during the current finan-
eial year, owing to the necessity for mak-
ing provision on the Estimates for all
officers previously engaged on water sup-.
ply works. We had to take over those
officers without considering whether they
would be required until the department
1s properly organised, and thus we will
not be able to show any appreciable econ-
omy before the end of the current finan-
cial year. On the appointment of an
engineer-in-charge the engineering divi-
sion will he reorganised, and many econo-
mies are anticipated, It must be remem-
bered, moreover, that the work controlled
by this department, both in the metropolis
and through the State, is rapidly expand-
ing, and although improved methods will
be adopted the greater volume of work
may preclade any appreciable reduetion
in the total expenses of the department.

Land Selection,

Land seleclion is proceeding satisfac-
torily. Returns show an inereased area
approved. despite the great care taken
not to throw open lands beyond the area
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of known rainfall, or unduly distant from
railways. We made that one of the fea-
tures of our policy, and we propose to
eontinue it, We believe it is a wrong
policy to drive people out into districts
where the rainfall is uncertain, and where
they are situated many miles from a rail-
way. Considering the concessions granted
in regard to rent, owing to the recent
dry season, and the loss of revenue
through abolition of sales of town land,
the revenne is ondoubtedly very satis-
factory. Ixpenditure has somewhat in-
creased, owing to greater outlay in sar-
veys oceasioned by inereases in the
schedule rates. The reeent rains have as-
sured the prospects for the eurrent
season, and arrears in reut will doubtless
be largely wiped off after harvest. In
that eonnection may I explain that while
we anticipate that a greal number of
tlrose who obtained approval for the de-
ferment of payment of (heir rent doring
the last year—I mean by that three half-
vearly payments—while. we anticipate
that they will make considerable redue-
tions in their arrears, yet we have given
them the opportunity, should they desire
to make application to the Minister, to
repay the deferred renis over six half-
vearly payments. I think il will be
generally admitted that this is very gen-
erous freatment at the hands of the Gov-
ernment. T am satisfied that there are
financial institutions and storekeepers
and werchants who would not be likely
te carry the settlers for three years for
the amounts they have deferred paying
for stores, and in other directions, The
work done in providing water supplies
will mimmise difficulties in the event of
dry spells recurring. Surveys are being
pushed ahead, and about three million
acres were surveyed last year. A pro-
posal for amending the Agricultural
Lands Purehase Act is now before Par-
liament, and measures to atmend the Land
Act and providing for the leasing of
rural lands will also be presented this
sesslon. A special classification is being
made in the South-West division to en-
able the conservation of onr timber re-
sources to be dealt with on a systematic
scale. A survey party is engaged in the
Kimberley district to deal with lands suit-
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able for tropieal cultivation. Experts this after providing for increases in sal-

are also engaged in examining the North-
West with a view {o reporting on areas
suitable for irrigation. The revenue for
1910-11 was £388,993, the revenne for
191112 was £376,748, and the estimated
revenue for 1912-13 is set down ai
£387,000. The decrease of £12,000 odd
in 1911-12, when compared with 1910-11,
was due to the exceptionally dry season
of that year, which is expected to affect
the revenue for the current year to the
extent of abont £30,000, The sales of
Bullfineh lots showed a decrease of about
£14,000 in 1911-12 when compared with
1010-11. As a matter of fact we have had
considerable trouble in obtaining, and
have had to carry over, some of the final
instalments in the purchase of those lots
sold in the previous year. The revenue
expenditure for lands and surveys for
1910-11 was £80,382; for 1911-12 it was
£90,792, and the esltimated expenditure
for 1912-13 is set down at £90,353. The
increase of £10,400 in 1911-12 over
1910-11 is made up as follows:—(a) In-
erease in salaries due to decentralisation,
Public Service Commissioner’s reelassifi-
eation scheme, and special overtime
worked in the district surveyors' ollices
and in the accounts branch, £3,683; (b)
increases in allowances and printing, and
outstanding aceounts earried over from
the previous year, charced to the inei-
dental vote, £2,657; (e} new item ‘re-
funds of revenue” previously provided on
the Treasury Fstimates, £1,454; (d)
Avondale estate, a new item, £2,234; (e)
outstanding aecounis for 1910-11, in con-
nection with lithography, £1.250. Yet
we were fold that we had not to pay,
last vear, some of the charges whieli were
rightly chargeable to the previous year,
nolwithstanding which here we have the
renson why we had to excess the vote.
Then there was, (f) additional survey
hands and expenses incidental to sarveys,
£2,800, and (g) special items and sun-
dries, £1,550, or a total of £15,728, less
reduction in surveys generally, £35,300,
or a net total of £10,428 excess. The
Lands and Surveys estimated expenditure
for the enrrent year shows a decrease of
£439, when eompared with 1811-12, and

aries, amounting to £1,020, and new addi-
tional permanent positions for surveyors,
eteefera, totalling £1,400.

Agrieultural Department.

An analysis of the operations of the past
yvear of this depariment shows that Par-
liament voted from the Revenue Ksti-
mates £61,050, being an inerease of £7,022
on the amouni the Minister disbursed dur-
ing the previous year. The actual realised
expenditure during the past year was
£2,155 in excess of the vote, so that, in
all, the past vear’s operations involved
an expenditure of £9,177 over that of the
vear 1910-11. This £9,177 was absorbed
principally in the following directions:—
Three special experts, in the persons of
agricultural commissioners were imported.
And that they were needed is evidenced
hy the fact that they have been working
day and night, Saturdays and Sundays
meluded very often, since their arrival.
An additional substdy of £2,500 was given
to the Roval Agvienltural Society on this
vear's Estimates. Subsidies to other
socielies absorbed a further £1,069. In-
creased activities were displayed onm the
four farins under the control of the com-
missioners. Further facilities were pro-
vided for the public in the shape of an
additional veterinary surgeon, wool lec-
tures, a poultry officer, and additional
potato and orchard inspectors to combat
the introduction of disease. The activities
of the Agricultural Department have in-
crensed eonsiderably during the year, and
its assistance is more than ever availed
of by the general body of settlers. An
increased cost of £300 was experienced
for the stabling of public horses, owing
to the extension of the prihciple of earry-
ing out works departmentaily.  The
amount asked from Parlioment this year
is £95,833, being an increase of £32,628
aver the expendifure of last year. This
increase is rendered necessary by the fol-
lowing :—Provision for advances against
the shipment of frnit, £10,000. This
amonnt, however, will be recouped to
revenue when the final settlement is made
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after the fruit reaches the London and
Hamburg markets. We were approached
by representatives of certain fruit grow-
ers, and asked that we should enable them
to ewport without their entering inte
what was coming to be regarded as 2
combine for the export of fruit from
Western Australin. They asserted that
we could only velieve them by making
advances against their fruit when it
reached shipboard at Fremantle, and ay-
rvanging for the Agent General to act in
Lheir behalf in London, We believe that
will materially assist them, and we have
provided £10,000 on this year's Estimates
for their assistanee. We have also made
provision fur » retail beef sfall at a cost
of £15,100. That, of course, will be re-
couped to revenue, and a small profit
shown in addition. A start has been
made with the establishment of a factory
for the manutacture of agricultural mact-
inery, ‘These Estimates provide for the
salary of the manager at the rate of
£500 per aunut, and his expenses. A
sum of £566 is pnovided for the prepara-
tion and distribution of bulletins, infor-
mafive literature for settlers, In that
respect I may explain that we had to
eonsider ithe question of whether we
should continue what is known as the
Agricultural Journal, for distribution, or
whether we should do it by way of bul-
letins. Having regard to the faet that
a regular journal, issued as the :Agricul-
tural Journal, requires officers to provide
artieles, such as they provide now in bul-
letins, ai regular intervals, which might
perliaps be very inconvenient, whereas
they conld sit down at their leisure and
write a bulletin for distribution, we have
concluded that we ean do more good,
at less eost. per medium of ‘bulleting
than we coulld do by the Agricultyral
Journal, as in the past.  We also pro-
vide £320 for (he pathological labora-
tories where diseases in  erops, pota-
toes, fruii. efcetera, arve coped with,
farmers” trial plots, new Government
dairy at Denmark, fucther fruii inspee-
tion, and instruetion in practical pack-
ing—here I may say we feel highly satis-
fied with the selection we have made of
a fruit packer; he has already demon-

2541

strated that he has a complete knowledge
of the whole of the systems used in all
parts of the world and undoubtedly is
an espert in this line—the inception of
Albany cold stores, and more veterinary
surgeons. All these have meant nereased
activity and increased expenditure. It
will alse doubtless be interesting to hon.
members to know that the Agrieultural
Department is now tree-pulling and sernb
rolling for settlers at the rvate of 52
acres per day.

Harvest Prospecis,
Dealing with the Agrieultural Depart-
ment naturally brings me to the ques-
tion of the harvest prospeets for the
year, and I have obtained fron the Regis-
trar General soine statistics which I be-
licve hon. members will appreciate as
being favourable. The following ave the
estimates of the acreage under wheat in
the principal agrieuibural divisions, as
compared with the aereage of last sea-
son—Victoria distriet, this year 122,782
acres, last year 112,599 aeres, an increase
of 10,183; South-West coast, this year
§,876 aeves, last year 5,561 acres, an in-
crease of 1,315 acres; Northam, York and
Beverley, this year 501,512 acies, last
year 500,580, aun increase of 932 acres;
Great Southern, 239,390 aeres, last year
270,904 acres, a decrease of 31,514 acves;
South coast, this year 7,359 acres, last
year 4,923 aeres, an inerease of 2430
aecres; goldfields, this year 1,489 acres,
last year 1,510 acres, n decrcase of 121
acres; grand tolal, this vyear 879,408
acres, as against for last year 396,177
acres, or a deerease of 16,769 aeres.
Whilst there is this smaill reduction in
the area under erop for wheat, there is,
on the other hand. an increased area
under oats and bharley of 37,893 ucres,
which shows a net inerease in the area
under erop of 21,129 acres. A larwge de-
crease in the aereage under wheat is
shown in the distriets along the Great
Bouthern railway. This is accounted for,
however, by an inerease of 28,319 acres
in the area under oats in the same dis-
trick. From many of the reports re-
ceived it appears there i3 every prospect
of a record vield, hoth on account of the
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probable increaze in the avea to be
stripped and ihe fair average yield an-
tieipated. 1 estimaie from fignres sub-
mitted (o me thai the total vield will be
in the vieinity of from eighi million {fo
nine ratllion bushels,

Agriculturat Bank.

We cannot vefer to the agricultural in-
dustry without making refevence to that
institution which has rendered such valu-
able assistance fo settlers in their initial
stages. I allude, of course, io the Agri-
eulturai Bank, The amount advanced by
that institution last yenr was over
£400,000, the next heaviest vear having
heen that preceding it. when the amount
advaneed was over £300,000. During
last September no less a sum ihan over
£60,000 was advanced to setllers. So
far as last year's transaciions are con-
cerned, however, the total amount ad-
vanced by the Bank was £1,946,154, of
whieh the sum of £665,453 has been rve-
pnid. leaving a balance of £1,289,731 out-
standing at the 30ih June last. The in-
stalments paid during the vear amounted
to £406,042, of which £143,267 represented
liabilities taken cver, £31,004 stock, and
£3,012 machinery advancez, The amount
expended in further development was
£328,758, for whieh the following im-
provements were effected hy horrowers —
clearing 161,737 aeres, ringbacking
240,210 acres, fencing 195,135 chains;
blackboy and poisen grubbing 12920
acres. water conservation and draining,
costing £25110. The new accounts op-
ened during the year totalled 1,354, and
the ciosed accountis 461, leaving 7,101
accounts current on the books. The pro-
fits amounted to £§.061 for the year,
which are paid into a reserve fund in the
bank, bringing the reserve up fo £33,000.
The earnings for the current year are
eslimated at £51,000, being an increase
of £16.080 over the preceding lerm.

Savings Bank.
Closely connected with the Agrieultural
Bank is the State Savings Bank, and it
is unnecessary for me to dwell on the
magnificent assistance this bank has heen
to the people of this State. The volume
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of husiness iz ever Inevensing, nud dur-
ing the last venr the number of separate
transactions aggregated (42,095, heing
91,666 more than in the preceding vear.

Depngitz  agoresated  £3.514.008,  as
amainst  £3.177.124 for the precediny

vear, being an incrense of £336.8%4. The
withdrawalg were very heavy, agoregnt-
ing £3.321.666 as agatist £2,671,0010, be-
ing an increase of £650,0656 on the pre-
vious vear. The total turnover in the Sav-
ings Bank Tepartment for the vear ag-
oregated £6.954.919, being an increase of
£1.001,803. TInterest. caleulated at 3 per
cent. and aggregating £119.245 was added
to depositors’ balances ot the 30th June
Inst. The total funds at the eredit of
depositors held on the 306th of June in-
creased from £4,092,504 to £4,408,320,
whilst on the 30th September they had
grown (o £4480478 17= 4d. The nnm-
ber of agencies has increased by seven,
whilst school agencies have advanced
from 172 fo 221, being an incrense of 49,
The school children have saverd in the
sehovol savings hank department to the
30(h June last £12,751 7s. 10d., whicl
had on the 30th Sepiember increased to
£14,681 11s. 2d. The investment of the
bank’s funds produced £139,666, whilst
revenue from ether sources ageregated
£4.507, making in all a total of £144 262
7s. 7d. The expenses of management
amounted to £18,3G7, interest to deposi-
tors £119,245 7s. 2d., and obher expenses

£37 15s. 34, leaving available for trans-
fer to  consolidated revenue a sum of
£6,612 8s. 7d. The cost of administra-
tion on the total turnover equals 5s. 3144
per cent.

Commonwealth Banking Operations.

This brings me fo the guestion of the pro-
posed transfer of the operations of the
Nftate Savings Bank to the Common-
wenllh Bank, and I want to say thal, not-
withstunding ihe eriticism of some of our
friends, this matier has given the Govern-
vient and me considerable concern during
the Jast iwelve months. I said in the pre-
vious Budget Speech that it would mean
a greal deal to the State to lose the money
provided for investment through the
State Savings Bank, if it was to be
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handed over to ithe Commonwealth with-

out any safegnarding provisions, Since
that date a Premiers’ conference has

been held but we did not avrive at auy-
thing like 2 uvanimouns decision on this
matter, It is froe that the Prime Minis-
ter submitted a preposal which, subject
1o our retention of some control over the
management, I considered was one which
avould be of advantage to the State. The
other Premiers joined with me on that
* oceasion and eventually a metion was
carried by three States against two that
we were prepared to accept the Prime
Minister's proposal, subject to onr hav-
ing a say in the management of the bank.
Sinee that date [ have heen in nepotia-
tion with the Prime Minister and also
with some of the State Premiers. and
later again with the governor of the Com-
monwealth Bank.,  The Prime Minister,
acting it is true with the concurrence of
the Commonwealth Parliament, has de-
cided that the governor of the bank shall
he free trom all political control
and he has up to date adhered to that
decision of the Federal Parliament. Per-
haps, after all, it is wise that a person
aperating such a huge institation as the
Commonwealth Bank undoubtedly will
be in a few vyears, should be entively
removed from the slightest interference
by any political party. But the quesiion
arises as to whether it is wise for the
State to either join in partnership or
hand over eontrol of the Savings Bank
to the Commonwealth, recognising as we
do the magnificent benefit the institution
has been to the State. 1 have given
figures showing the advantages it las
conferred in connection with the opera-
tions of thre Agricultural Bank in assist-
ing settlers in the agricultural disiriets,
and in other ways, such as water sapply.
T cannot close my eves to the faet, how-
ever, that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment have determined te enter the arena
in aceordance with the powers trans-
ferred to the Commonwealth by the
people of the Comomonwealth, We can-
not deny the faci that the Federal Con-

stitution provided that the Common-
wealth may control banking, and m those
eircurostances we cannot complain if ten
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vears after that was made part of the
Federal constitution the Federal Govern-
ment «decide to commence operations in
that diveetion. We canvot. 1 say, have
auy eomplaind at the action of the Com-
monweulth Government in that direetion:
they have operated in the direction that
the people of the Commonwealth expected
them te. I have previously expressel
the opinion, and I again repeat it, that
the action of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in entering inlo the avena, so far as
zeneral hbanking ix concerned, is one that
will be applauded by all sections of the
community. At the same time, I cannot
but appreciate the possible effect it will
have vn fhe finances of the State if we
lose the money at present deposited in
the State Savings Bank for investment
as it bas been invested in the past. Then
I have to consider whether, as Treasurer,
Y zhonld adopt a similar attitude to that
adopted by the Treasurer of Vietoria
who has resvlved that come what may
he will not permit the Commonwealth
Government to take control of the Sav-
ings Bank system. The position of Vic-
toria is. of course, very differeni from
that of Wesiern Australia, but it 15 not
necessary at this stage to point out the
differences that exist. T must admit after
considering the proposals of rhe gover-
nor of the Commonwealth Bank—I do
not feel at liherty to diselose them
in detail at the present moment, nor
do I think it would be wise—we
are faced with ¢he position that if
we e¢an oblain some modification of
those terms, and I think we ecan
de s0 by further negotintions, it will be
wise to allow the Commonwealthh Gov-
ernment to eontrol the Savings Bank
systetn, so lonz as we can assure to the
State a considerable proportion of the
monevs deposiled in the bank. T may
say that the governor of the Common-
wealth Bank has to a certain extent ad-
hered to the promise given by the Prime
Minister, namely, that the money at pre-
sent standing to the eredit of the State
Savings Bank shall remain in use for
re-investment, and 75 per cent. of the
new husiness done by the Bank shall be

at the fir=t eall of the State Government,
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When 1 consider the effect that the Com-
monwealth Bank may bave by causing
wholesale withdrawals from our own
bank, it seems to me that the acceptance
of these terms would be almost imme-
diately of great advantage to this State.
The wholesale withdrawals that may be
made from our Savings Bank to the Com-
monwealth Bank will materially affect
onr investments through the Agrienl-
tural Bank, but I cannot see how we can
suffer anything like wholesale with-
drawals. I have nol the slightest con-
¢ern who is guing to control the manager
and staff of the Savings Bank, but what
I am considerably eoncerned about 1is
who is going to control the money de-
posiled in the Savings Bank for invest-
nient, and so long as I am sore that the
State 33 going to obtain that monev in
the future as in the past, T am not going
to worry very mucel) abont asking Parlia-
ment to pay the salaries of a manager
and clerk.
Mr. Taylor: What about the profits?

[Mr. MeDowell took the Chair.]

The PREMIER: That is a matter we
have to decide when negotiating with
them. It would be unwise at this stage
for me to state publicly the ferms on
whieh we are negotiating. When negofia-
tions have been concluded, T propose to
announce the terms on whieh it is decided
that we shall join with the Commonwealth
1 this seheme,

TWorkers’ Homes.

I eannot proceed with my financial state-
menf unless I make some reference tc
another operation of the Government
which is new, and which has to some
extent been eriticised. I refer to the
Workers’ Homes Aect. Some time was
necessary before the machinery of this
Aect eould be placed in working order, hnt
the aetive operations in regard to the
funds of the hoard now extend roughly
over a period of three months and the
total applications for assistance under
Part IV. of the Act amount to £104,410.
Of the applications included in this
amonnt, a total of 104 have been approved
to date, 52 for building amounting to
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£20,900, 28 for purchasing, £10,400, 19
for improving and discharging mortgages,
£4,185, and 5 for discharging morigages,
£1,320. The applications in progress for
assistance under the Aet total 160 and a
sum of £38,559, and these applications
show promise of being sucecessful. A
small number of applications have, quite
naturally, been either withdrawn by
applicanis or declined by the board for
various reasons. With regard to Purt
I of the Aet, T may state that 95
definite requests have heen unoted for
reference when land is available in the
localities desired by the writers, and in a
deputation reeeived last July mention
was made of approximately 80 persons in
the Midland district who were auxious
to avail thewselves of the facilities for
obtaining a home under this section of the
Act. TIn many cases it has mennt the
nbsolute saving of rent forthwith: in other
cases, more particularly in regard to pur-
chasing, the suceessful applieant has been
henefited to an extent of from Gs. to 8s.

per week whilst at the same time
purchasimg his own home. YFrom the
present indieations, it is anticipated
that the amount anthorised under the

Workers’ Homes Aet in providing the
capital funds of the hoard will allow
of very little surplus, if any, at the end
of the enrrent finanecial vear. e have
before Parliament a Bill to permit of the
exchange of certain lands with the Uni-
versity Senate which aggregale an area
of 336} arcres, of which 136 is situated
at West Subiaco, 36 at Claremout, 29%
at North Fremantle, and 165 at West
Karrakatta. T have a list of the towns
whenee applieations for advances in con-
nection with workers’ homes have heen re-
ceived and approved, and to show that
this is nol merely confined fo the metro-
politan area, I propose to give the names
of the towns where the Aet is already in
operation. They are—Smith's Mill, Cot-
fesloe Beach, Leederville, York, Pingelly,.
Parth, Subiaco, North Perth, Claremont,.
Northam, Midland Junetion, Mount Law-
lev, Queen’s Park, Fremantle, East Fre-

mantle, DMaylands, Cottesioe, Wesl
Subiaco, Narrogin, Plympton, West

Guildford, Geraldton, Beverley, Belmont,
Bayswaler, North Fremantle, C‘'underdin,,
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Northampton, Bellevue, Donnybrook, and
Meckering. I have also a list of the trades
and oeccupations of the applicants we
have assisted, which include eivil servants
and employees generally, and even include
widows earning a few shillings by the
needle in their own homes,

State Hotels and Tourist Department.
The State Hotels and Tourist Department
is now in full operation. At the Gwalia
hotel the profit for the year amounted to
£1,715 18s. 11d., a slight increase over
the previous year. The whole of the
capital cost of this hotel has been paid
out of the profits, and in addition the
books show o credit of £6,480 1¥s, At
Dwellingup the net profit amounted to
£1,244 10s. 10d. for a period of about
seven months less. During last year the
business at the Caves House, Yallingup,
which holds a wayside license, increased
to such an extent that it has been found
necessary to extend its accommodation
and Lhis work is proceeding at the present
time. This inerease is principally due to
the alieration (o the ilinerary comprised
in the Caves coupon, which in the past
provided that out of, say, a five-day
coupon, only one day was spent at the
Caves House, whilst the remainder of
the time was spread over ihe hotels at
Busselton and accommodation houses in
the Margaret River district. When the
State motor service was instituted by the
present Government, the itinerary was
changed and the Caves House was made
the headquarters of the tourist who now
makes his exeursion to the caves by motor
car. Thus the Caves House, which was
erecled with the sole idea of catering for
caves visitors, is now fulfilling its fune-
tions, the change giving a better and
cheaper trip to the ecouponists. Lasi year's
revenue was more than double that of the
previons year. hen it is remembered
that the existing aceommodation at the
Caves House serves only 24 persons in-
doors, and that as many as 83 visitors
had (o be provided for last Christmas,
the necessity for additional faeilities will
readily be seen. As soon as the works
at present in progress have been com-
pleted, it will be possible to honse more
than three times the former number, with
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but a slight inerease in the staff. At Rott-
nest 30 additional camps have been con-
structed of wood and iren, making 80
camps in all.  Ewvery one of these has
already been booked for the Christmas
holidays. It is hoped that the hostel will
be open for public accommodation by Lhe
15t December next. Everything possible
is now being dome by the Government to
see that proper conveniences are provided
at the island. Among other matters may
be mentioned the general retail store, the
butchery and bakery, telephone exchange
and postal facilities. All this of course
renders it necessary for the Government
to maintain a regular staff on the island.
The Department has been active in bring-
ing before our people and those of the
Eastern Stlates and elsewhere by means
of cinematographie views and otherwise,
our various resources, pleasure resorts,
heauty spots, etcetera, and inquiries from
places abroad, ineluding Ameriea, are con-
stantly being received and dealt with.

Education Department.

The expenditure in the Eduealion Depart-
ment for the financial year 1911-12
amounted to £235,56%, showing an excess
of £36,393 over the expenditure for the
previous year. Nearly £24,000 of this was
due lo additional salaries and allowances
to teachers and school caretakers. In the
primary schools fhe number of children
increased during the year by 3,077. The
number of schools inereased by 33. The
Modern School, which had been opened
for only five months of the previous year,
was open for the whole of the last finan-
cial year with increased wnmbers., The
Training College instituted additional
courses for teachers of smail country
schools, Continuation classes and techni-
cal classes were extended and additional
numbers were brought under instruction
in wood work and bousehold management.
Adninistrative salaries cost £1,160 more
than in the previous year, £660 for in-
spectors, and £494 for office staff. Two
additional inspectors were rendered neces-
sary by the growth of the schools, and by
the department undertaking the inspee-
tion of Roman Catholie schools. Ineiden-
tal votes accounted for the remainder of
the increase. The principal items of ex-
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penditure were on desks fur schools.
Many eountry schools which had obsolete
and uncomfortable desks were provided

with new and up to dare furniture. This
accounied for an increase of £1,200.
Issues of school books and apparatus in-
creased by £1,800. The additional cost
of driving children in to country schools
was £800. Scholarships aceounted for an
addition of £1,700. Iu addition to the
increased accommodation to be provided
as the result of greatly increased numbers
attending schools in the metropolitan area,
the opening up of new agrieullural set-
tlement is naturally demanding large ex-
pendilure in the provision of educational
facilities in the eountry districts,

Charities.

T come to another deparfment which in
the past has been looked upon largely as
an administrative department. I refer
to Lhe Colonial Secreiary’s Depariment,
wlich i1s one of the most important of
Government departments. The depart-
ment under {he Colonial Secretary showed
an increased expenditure for last year of
£52500 in excess of the preceding year.
Of this inecrease £34,000 has been ex-
pended in those deparlments charged with
the eave of the poor, the sick and infirm.
An amount of £10,000 was expended in
increasing Lhe efficiency of police adminis-
tration, and £6.000 was entailed in ¢oping
with increased dewands on the Harbour
Lights and Jeflies Department. The cnr-
rent Estimates provide for a further in-
crease of £73,927 on last year's expendi-
ture, in whieh is included cosis of new
services, namely, steamships £60,563, milk
£2.323, and ferries £3,100. The needs of
charity and the eare of the sick and infirm
again make heavy demands on the State
Treasury. while the expansion of agrienl-
tural settlement necessifates an inereased
constabulary.  Assistance to women on
whom echildren are dependent will result
in an inereased expenditure of approxi-
mately £6.000 per annnm. A fotal of 331
mothers are receiving relief at the present
time, amounting to a weekly distribntion
of £231. which is paid to mothers of
children subsidised by the State for vari-
ous reasons to look affter their ehildren
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in their own bomes. As a set-off against
the increased expenditure of £73,927 in
this deparlment, an inereased revenue of
£84,26Y iz anticipated, leaving a net de-
creased expendifure of £10,342. The ex-
penditure last vear in promoting the wel-
fare of the aborigines was abnormal, hav-
ing amounted to £6,727 over the estimate
owing fo the very dry =eason in the in-
terior,

Harbour and Light.

The expenditure on Harbour and Light
Department, including ferries, jetties, and
tramways, for the last financial year, ex-
ceeded the estimate by £4,699, although
this was parlially eounterbalanced by in-
creased vevenue of £2,742. The increased
axpendilure wag mainly due to inereased
traffic on jetties and heavy handling costs
entailed by the eyelone having damaged
the Point Sampson jelly and tramline,
and also by increased wages to lumpers.
The South Perth ferries were taken over
hy the Government on (he lst March,
and a satisfactory profit was made to the
end of the finaneial year—£650. I am
not sure whether I shonld have mentioned
those fizures, as the menber for Canning
{Mr. Lewis) will be coming along with a
deputation and asking for a reduetion of
fares. The purchase of an up to date
ferry steamer is contemplated. This will
inerease the running cosis but will provide
a most efficient service.

Mr. Lewis: Whal abont Coode-street,
and Queen-street.

The PREMIER: That is a matter for
future consideration,

Medical and Health.

The Medieal and Health Departinent
showed an inereased expenditure on last
year’s vole of £11,880, mainly owing to
extension of hospital accommodaiion, in-
creased cost of food supplies, higher
wages to domestic staff and appointments
of distriet medical officers at new cen-
tres. The Perth Hospital vote is now aug-
menfed by £3,000 and Fremantle by
£1,000. The work of school hygiene was
extended during last fnancial vear, two
medieal officers and two hurses heing en-
gaged practieally the whole period. The
estimate for the current year exceeds last



{17 Ocroser, 19121 2547

year's expendiiore by £7.522. The in-
speetorinl and distriet medieal and nurs-
ing staffs bave becn increased, and in-
creased provision is made for hospital
zrants, amounting to £3.500. New ser-
vices inelude provision for the working
expenses of the land adjoining the pro-
posed consumpiive sanatorinm at Woo-
roloo, £350, and provisien for visiting
maternity nurses, infant life preservaiion
£800, The new midwifery regulations

provide that where a midwife is
attending a  ecase in  which it is

necessory fo eall a  docior. if the
patient or her hushand cannot pay
the doclor’s fee, then lhe State pays the
doctor a reasonable amount prescribed in
the regulations. Neeessary medieal at-
fention to all women Is thereby secured.
We have heard during recent weeks a
great deal about the maternity bonus now
being provided hy the Federal Govern-
ment, bul I am afraid the pnblie do not
understand that we, as a State had al-

readly mnade some provision to meet
cases where in many instances some
assisiance was required.  1f i1s worlh
considering whether it will  be neces-
sary (o econtinue that payment in
the circumstances brought about by
the Federal Government's - proposal.

The expenditure on Loan Fund adminis-
tered by the Colonial Seeretary’s Depart-
ment in 1910-11 was £95,6G1, and in 1911-
12 £170,407. 1 had intended fo make re-
ference to the establishment of a rcon-
sumplive sanatorium at Wooroloo, but
members are aware thai this is already
established. We are proeeeding with the
laying out of the grounds, and also with
prepaving the necessary plans for the
future institution, We propose to make
it as far as possible a sel{-snpporting
insiitntion. I eannot negleet to make
some veference to the aciion of the Clov-
ernment in providing a pure milk supply,
particularly for the hospitals in the metro-
politan aren. and a few words aneat the
Government’s efforts in this direction io
provide a pure milk supply will not he
unmnteresiimg. The sum of £4233 10s
11d. has been expended upon buildings,
machinery, irrigation, and stoek, the latter
item nalone covering £1,851, and duaring

the 11 weeks that the dairy at Claremont

bas been rnning, a profit of £187 is
shown over and above ull expemnliture For
wages, fodder, ntlial expenses, etcetera. -
It may also be inleresting fo remark that
ote of ithe lealih hoard inspectors re-
cently took a sample of the milk ou the
carts and reported laler that it was the
bost sample of milk that had Dbeen seen
in Perth. Of course we are only supplix-
ing the metropolitan hospitals at present,
but I am hopeful of estending the sysiem
and providing mitk for the publie insti-
tutions, and probably for private cstab-
lishments as well.

Immigration,

The lLimigration Department has been
merged unnder the Colonial Secretary’s
Office for the eurrent year and the Tourist
Branch has been amalgamated with ihe
State Hotels Department. Owing to the
altered functions of (he Imumigralion
Branch the eslimated expenditure for the
current year is less than the preceding
year by approximalely £1,000. During
1911-12 the number of immigrants re-
ceived was 9,697, as ngainst 7,744 for
1910-11.  Of these numbers 4,617 and
1,441 were nominated respectively, show-
ing that last year we brought out a eon-
siderably greater number of nominated
immigrants than in the previous vear.
The declared eapital of immigranis was
£42.784 for 1910-11 and over £70.000 for
the post vear. There were 4.008 persons
nominated in 1010-11, and in 1911-12
ihis numher was inereased by 3,138, or
7,146 for Ihe vear. Tn July, Angust, and
Rentemher we received 1,511 immigrants
made np of 1.022 nominated and 489 as-
gisted. There are 2.160 additional per-
sons who have heen nominated, making
the number of approved nominations ap-
proximately 5,000 yet to sail. The diffi-
enlt problem hefore the Government is to
determine how shipping aecommodation
is to be found for the large number of
desirable persons awaiting transhipment
to our shores.  This alzn has heen rendered
more diffienlt owing to the reeent action
of shipping eompanies in raising the pus-
sage rates for immigrants to Australia.
I may mention that at the Premiers’ Cou-
ference held in Melbourne in January
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last uniform passage rates were decided
upon as follows:—For males £6, for fe-
-males £3, and fov children under 12 years
of age £1 10s.

Mr. Monger: Would I be in order

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in interrupiing the Premier,
or any other member, at this singe.

Mr. Monger: Would I be in order——

The CHAIRMAN: Yon
order.

are not in

Whating Industry.

The PREMIER : 1 desire briefly to make
reference to another industry established
in the last 12 months which may eventu-
ally be of considerable advantage to the
State.  That is the whaling industry.
In connection with this matter there have
heen no less than three whaling licenses
granted to companies formed in Norway,
namely, the Western Australian Whaling
Company, the Fremantle Whaling Com-
pany, and the Cape Leeuwin Whaling
Company, with capitals of £82,000,
£45,000, and £30,000 respectively. The
renis derived from these licenses are—
Wesiern Australian Whaling Company
£250 per amnum, Fremantle Whaling
Company £300 per annum, and the
Cape Leeuwin  Whaling  Company
£330 per annum, or a lotal of £900, Of
these companies the Western Australian
has already commenced operations in the
waters north of Shark Bay, and, although
no official information has yet been re-
ceived relative to the suceess of the un-
dectaking, from ouiside sources it is
gathered that the {rack of the whales has
been locaied and that the outlook is pro-
mising. The first fleet consists of three
vessels, fwo steam whalers and one large
steamer of about 3,000 tons used as a
floating factory. Altogether the three ves-
sels emploxy about 100 hands. Provision is
made in these exclnsive whaling licenses
for the erection of land siations at suit-
able parts of the coast line or adjacent
islands for the treatment of the ecarcases
of the whales. When erected. these fac-
tories are likely to employ a considerable
number of hands.

[Mr. Holman resumed the Chair.]

[ASSEMBLY.]

Labour Bureau, Police, und Gaols,

The PREMIER: The State Labour
Bureaun during the year had applieations
from 10,802 individnals for work. Of this
number §,452 applied at the head office
and 2350 at the branehes. The engage-
menls for the same period totalled 7,261.
Of these 6,087 were made at the head
office and 1,174 at the branch offices,
Railway fares were advanced to 1,985 men
to proceed to work, and so far 75 per
cent. of the total amount of them have
been collected by the lahour burean. 1
had intended to make some veference to
our police foree and also 1o our ganls,
but as time has proceeded so rapidly I
do not propose to make any further refer.
ence to rhese matters, leaving 1t for one
of the Minister to rvefer to them when
introdueing his section of the Estimales.
I will merely state that the expenditure
under the heading of “Police” has in-
creased, while that under the heading of
“(tacls” has been reduced. We are con-
sidering the desirability and have alveady
amended the regulations for the purpose
of providing a different system of treat-
ment for those incareerated in owr gaols.
We propose to utilise the prisoners more
in doing work outside. They have been
doing work in the past such as printing
and woodwork, but we believe we should
utilise the prisoners to some advantage to
the State by having lhem oul in the coun-
try on the work of reafforestation.

Mines Department.
It is a dilfieult mntter to foreeast with
any certainty the mining revenue for
any vear, as the demand for leases and
other mining holdings may arise very
quickly. TFor instance, in 1910-11, when
the rush for leases in the Yilgarn (iold-
field took place, consequent on the dis-
covery of the Bullfineh, mining revenue
exceeded the estimate by £18,1938: while
in the following year, 1911-12, though a
conservative estimate was made, ilie
actual vevenue was less than the esti-
mate by £3,500, The revenue for the cur-
rent year, 1912-13, is eshimated to exceed
the actual revenue for last year by £1,510.
The expenditure for the last financial
vear, after allowing for inereases in
salary granted during that year, was less
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tian for the vear 1910-11 by £3,188. In
tie latter vear heavy and unforeseen ex-
venditure had to be ineurred, more es-
pecially in temporary assistance and in
surveys, owing to the activity following
ot the Bullfinchi discovery. The revenue
from mining is not expected to reach the
expenditure by £1,991, but it is recog-
nised that the indirect benefit of mining
to the coramunity more than compensates
for some small loss in administration,
and, accordingly, rentals and fees payable
under the Mining Aet are made as low
as possible. There are cases in which,
if the Goverument proceeded on strict
business lines, some warden’s offices on
the goldfields might be closed, thus show-
ing a lesser expenditure; but it is con-
gidered that every reasonable faeility
should be given to the mining popunlation
to transaet their business without the loss
of time and money that wonld necessarily
be entailed by long journeys if the num-
ber of offices was materially reduced.
The revenue from State batteries during
1911-12 showed a drop of £21,345 as
eompared with the previous year. This
is aceounted for by the large decrease in
the tonnage of ore brought to the mills,
eaused by an iucrease in the number of
prospectors who flocked to the Bullfinch
rush and who subsequently did not return
to their hioldings, and parltially no doubt
by the fact that in mauny cases prospec-
tors had raised all the ore they eould
without further development, which they
were prevented from doing from want
of funds, and consequently had aban-
doned their holdings. The loss, however,
on the year’s transactions, £5,402, was
£518 less than the loss in 1910-11. The
estimated revenue for 1912-13 is £1,302
more than the actual revenue for 1911-12.
Given adequate tonnage, there is wo
reason why expenditure and revenue on
these undertakings should not at any rate
halance, but when batteries have to be
kept ready for crushing there are cer-
tain fixed charges that must be ineurred,
whether the tonnage is 500 or 1,000 fons
per month,

The Civil Service.
I desire to make some reference to the
civil -service. After all we canuol carry

{89]
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on the Government unless we have a ser-

" vice who are responsible for the eontrol

of matters in their various departments,
and T want to at once claim that this
Government have given some considera-
tion to the condition prevailing in the
service, and couceded a great deal which
must be accepted by the serviee as heing
to their advautage. We have paid reiro-
spective increases to the stalf of no less
a sum than £13,000, and we have pro-
vided for increases this vear approxi-
mating £7,000. Thns we will pay by way
of increases to public servants about
£20,000 more than was paid in 1910-11.
We have introduced automatie increases
to officers up to £204 per annum this
year amounting to £5,000. We have in-
troduced payments to juniors on age
basis. We have removed the bar to cleri-
cal officers not being ahle to be paid
over £450 per annum. We have given the
service an independent board of appeal
on the classification of the value of their
oftices. We have presented a Bill to re-
move all age restrictions, enabling the
Commissioner to recommend the appoint-
ment of temporary hands freed from any
resiriction of age. We have liberalised
overtime payment. We have reintro-
duced Regulation 141 by which an
officer’s then existing salarv was not Te-
duced by classification. We have granted
pensions on a ubiform basis to persons
who establish their claims under the pro-
visions of the Superannuation Aet, and
made this retrospective to 1903. We have
granted full political rights to eivil ser-
vants, We have abolished payment by
officers of their fidelity guarantee pre-
miums. We have granted free passes
to officers on the goldfields, and to their
wives and families once every two years
to the eoast. We have granted payment
of, at least, the minimum salary of any
position to an officer appointed thereto.
We have granted increased allowances
to lighthouse officers in distant places.
We have recognised the Civil Service As-
sociation as the medium of ecommunica-
tion between the service and the Govern-
ment. All this is evidence that we have
not been mnegleetful of the interests of
those employed by the Governmeni, and
that we have endeavoured to remove
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some of the ditficuities which existed prior |
to our advent to office.

Public Service Commissioner.

I think if is due to me that I should, at
this stage, make some announcement in
counection with the proposed action of
the Government so far as the position of
Public Service Commissioner is concerned.
Considerable interest has been manifested
both within the ranks of the eivil ser-
vice and apparently elsewhere, as to
whether the Government were prepared
to take the step which our predecessors
had not seen fit to take up to the moment
of their retirement from office, namely, to
ratify the renewal of the appeointment
of Mr. Jull as Public Service Commis-
sioner. It will be remembered that shortly
after I took office it was stated that Mr.
Jull had been reappointed by the pre-
vious Government, but after inquiry it
was ascertained that his reappointment
had not been dealt with by the Governor
in Council. In view of the fact that Mr.
Jull was then about to go on leave, and
that the reclassification of the serviee
was on the tapis, it was felt that the Gov-
erhment, although not legally bound to
honour the position as it stood, were in
moral obligation bound to renew Mr.
Jull’s appointment, and this has heen
definitely decided upon. I do not propose
to make any reference to the Crown Law
Department, except to say that from the
standpoint of the Treasurer it should bz
noted that the revenne expected to be re-
ceived from probate duty is £30,000 as
against £22,275 received last year. Land
Titles shounld return £24,000, and the Law
Courts £21,000, as compared with £19,422
received last year.

Conclusion,
I have now come to the end of my task in
submitting what T hope has been some-
thing in the nature of a retrospect of the
work performed by the present Govern-
ment during last year, and slso showing
by the figures presented to the Committee
our proposals for the fature. I desire
to say in conclnsion that, notwithstanding
the fact thai we have not been able to
present perhaps as glowing a statement
of this year's operations as we would like
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to have done, yet I, as Treasurer, have 1o
been in the slightest degree fearful of &
results. We have o appreciate the fze
that we are a young State and that if «
are to make progress we have to be cour
ageous. Of course it wounld be an eas
matter for any person to sit down an
deliberately arrange the Estimates so &
to show a surplus at the end of the yea
This would have to be done by refusin
to spend money. 1 appreciate the fac
that it bas been the practice in the pas
to leave the Works Department estimate
to the last in order to learn what ameun
was left to expend, and if it was show
to be not too large the expenditure wa
cot down accordingly. We helieve i
carrying on the funetions of the Govern
ment so as to develop the various indus
tries; we are just in that state that if w
refuse to assist those who ave comment
ing operations in those industries whie
will mean so much to us, we will be doin
something which will be detrimental t
our welfare and the bad effects of whic]
will be felt a few years later. Notwith
standing the faet that we must close th
year with an anlicipaled defieit o
£165,000, as time rolls on and this countr
continues to make the progress it is malk
ing now, the people of the State will lool
back and say that this Government wenr
not only eourageous, but were wise 0
their day by anticipating a deficit rathe
than refusing to earry on public work
in order to show a surplus. T beg b
move the first item on the Estimates
namely—

His Exzcellency the Governor, £2,746.
Progress reported.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Holman
took the Chair.]

MINING DISASTER AT MOUNT
. LYELL.

Motion of Sympathy.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan)
Before the House rises I desire to submi
the following motion :—

The members of the Legislative As.
sembly of Western Australin desire {¢
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convey through their Speaker to the
Government and the people of Tas-
mania, and more particularly to the be-

reaved families and relatives of the -

miners who have perished in the Mt

Lyell mine, their sincere sympathy and

heartfelt condolence in this hour of

national sorrow.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): 1
desire to second the motion and I do so
with a great amount of regret knmowing
full well the sorrow that has fallen over
the State of Tasmania owing to this ter-
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rille aecident, and the grief in many
homes owing to the lives which bave been
lost. At the same time I think we may con-
gratulate the people of Tasmania on the
fact that many lives which were hanging
in the balance have been saved, and while
we grieve for Lhe departed we must re-
ioice with the relatives of those who have
been saved from an untimely death.

Question passed, members standing,

House adjourned af 10.50 p.m,

APPENDIX TABLES Nos. 1 to 10, referred ¢o in the Treasurer’s Financial
Statement.

|Return No. 1.]

Revenue, 1911-12.

The Treasurer’s estimate for the year was
The actual amount received was ..

Or a total net over-estimate of

1he over-estimales were—

Commonwealth
Stamp Duty
State Batteries

. Probate .. .
Water Supply and Sewerarre
Land .. .
l{a.llwa.ys
Mining
Royal Mint ...

he under-estimates were—

Dividend Duty .

Income Tax ...
Totalisator Tax
Tsicenses . - .
Harbour Dues

Law Courts

Reimbursements-in-aid
Residue
Lauod Tax

£
4,037,083
3,966,673

£70,410-

3,145
4,172
35,852
7,724
21,070
10,309
53,421
2.805
3,119

£141,617

13,455
3,987
1.042
3,559
o 8141
. 1,120
. 14,899
19,837
5,167

£71,207

£70,410
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Bapenditure, 1911.12.

£
The Treasurer's estimate for the year was 4,154,734
The actual amount expended was... 4,101,082
O% a net over-estimate of ... £53,652
The over-estimates were-— £
Minister for Lands ... 4,432
Minister for Works T L 28,115
Minister for Mines ... 31,325
Minister for Railways 66,902
Residue - 82
- ' —_— £130,856
The under-estiniates were— £
Special Acts a 28,854
Colonial Treasorer ... 18,675
Minister for Agriculture ... 2,117
Colonial Secretary ... 19,961
Minister for Education ... 5,875
Residue e 1,722
— £77,204
£53,652
a Mostly Puablic Debt charges, £23,211, and University of Western Australin, £4,628,
{Return No. 2.]
Synopsie of Balance Sheet for 30th June, 1912,
Dr. £
Sinking Fund ... e 3,029,615
General Loun Fund .. 1,267,299
Savings Bank ... o 4,445,711
Trust and Deposits Accounts genela.llv 1,295,735
——  £10,038,360
. Ckr. £
Advances to be recovered 146,481
Investments and Sinking Fund 7,507,758
Stores on hand ... 638,267
Cash in hand—
Savings Bank 13
Treasury ... 9,867
Agricultural Bank Redempt.lon Account 33,543
Current Accounts 185,000
Trust Accounts 527,042
Eastern States ... 219,290
London ... . 338,860
Remittances in tfrcmsztu 311.133
Consohda.ted Revenue Fund— Deﬁcnt 121,111

£10,038,360
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Return No. 3. |
Estimated Rezeipts for Year ending 30th June, 1913.
Receipts for are. 1
Heads. Yeoar 191112, 1912-13,
SraTe. £ £
Lund Tax 45,160 62,000
Income Tax ... 53,487 75,000
Dividend Duty 100,455 100,000
Totalisator Tax 9,042 9,500
Stamp Doty ... 74,828 75,000
Probate Duty ... 22,276 30,000
Licenses 46,560 49,520
Land . 356,690 363,500
Mining ... 29,294 30,450
Railways . 1,894,579 2,050,000
State Batteries 45,798 47,600
State Ferries and Jettios 1,574 26,700
State Hotels 7,881 53.105
State Steamships 1,204 74,000
Water Supply ... 156,231 357,400
Harbour Dues .. 140,141 148,000
Royal Mint ... 28,881 30,000
Other Public Works and Services 67,962 109,950
Reimbursements-in-Aid 152,582 168,448
Fees of Public Offices 49,860 51,395
Law Courts 19,420 | 19,300
Miscellaneons ... 21,083 12,000
3,328,144 3,946,868
COMMONWEALTH.
Finauncial Agreement, stc. 597,879 612,358
Interest on Transferred Properties ... 40,648 30,486
, 3,966,673 | 4,589,712
Deficit from Year 1911-12 . : 121,111
Total amount. available for Expenditure ... | 4,468,601
Details of Commonwealth Receipts.
£
25s. per capita on estimated population of 312,000 as on 31-12-12 390,000
Special pavment to Western Australia .. 228,358
Interest on transferred properties, bemg 3% per cent. on £677,459 23,711
Arrears of Interest for two years at { per cent 6,775
Total for the year 542,844
Total amonnt received from the Commonwealth for the year 1910 ¢l 630,527

Estimated increase for 1911-12

£4,317
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[Return No. 4.]

Bstimnted  Erpeaditure on Administration, Recurring, and Revenue-producing
Expenditure, Year 191213,

& £
Specid Acts-—
His Excellency the Governor, Ministerial Salaries, ete. ... 10,900

Pension, Sir John Forrest .. 500
Aborigines ... o 10,000
Annuities 250
Auditor Geueral . 804
Conmuissioner of Railways ... 1,500
Commonwealth Pensions ., 3,300
High School . 1,000
Judges’ Pensions 1,000
Judges Sularies - ... 7,100
Tand Improvement Loan Fand ... e 9,766

Parlinmentary Allowances ... L. 25,400
Pensions under Superapnnation Act 13,184
Public Service Commissioner 850
University of Western Anstralia ... .. 13,600

— 899,050
General—

Government House ... 2,746
Parliamentary ... 12,180
Executive Council ... 60
Premier's Offive 1,172
Treasury 9,536
Audit .. 9,556
Lompasswuat,e Allowances ... e 2,253
Bavings Bank o, 20,260
(Government Stores ... ... 11,784
(Government Motor Cars 2,000
Indenting Office .. 476B
Lithographie .. 6,521
Tondon Agency 4,847
Printing . . ... 39,740
Public Service Comlmss:oner 2,154
Refunds 3,000
Taxaticn .. ... 15,398
Warkers' Humes Board 984
Tands and Surveys ... . H0,.353
Woods and Forests ... . 14847
Agrieulture . o 6421
Rabbits and Vermin Boards .. 18,070
Stock ... 7162
AgrltultumlBa.nL o 16194
Mines ... ... 41,481
Explosives ... .. 5612
Geological Surver ... .. 10852
Machinery Inspection . 8,375

Carried forward ... 405,931 99,050
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£ £
Broucht forward ... 405,931 099,050
General—continuel. o

Mining School ... 5,166
Crown Law Officus 17,898
Electoral 7,0%2
Land Titles . 14.294
Stipendiary Mdtrlstmt) 27.465
Supreme Court ... 11,414
Education 272,502
Colonial Secretury 9,854
Aborigines .. . - e 18,374
Charities ... 56,724
Tisheries . . ... .. . 3.728
Friendly Snuetlm - 4,119
Faols . . 21,82
Harbour .md Ltu‘llf 19,691
TImmigration .. 5,945
Lunaw 41,290
Medical and Heﬂlth ) . 105,709
Observatory . 1.387
Police - . . 128,753
Public Gardeus ... 2,266
Registry . ; .- 9,561
Pﬂ.ﬂumeutmy Fxpvnse« 3.230
London Westminster Banl, Cmummsmu 3,000
Survey of N.'W. Coast ... 3,750
Roy al Commissions . 300
Railway Advisory Board 50
Incidentals .. .. " . 9,835
Public Works and Bmldmgs 29,95]

—_ 1,244,092

Revenue-Producing Erpenditure—

Royal Mint 22,500
Pnblic Batteries ... 55,625
Raoilways ... ... 1,439,381
Ntate Hotels - 48007
Refrigerating Works, Abattoirs, ete. ... 24,180
Ferries, Jetties and Tramways... 17 454
State Steamship Service 61,462
Water Supply ... e 224085
Warkshops and Qtla.lues 3,150

——— 1935848

Total Administration - e .. 3,273,990
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(Return No. 5.]
General Expenditure for Year 1812-13.

£
Interest and 3inking Fund on Public Debt o
Subsidies to Municipalities
Public Works—

Roads Boards-—Subsidies ... e 43,000
Roads-—Revotes ‘e e . 300
Roads—New e . o 19,897
Bridges— Revotes ... 2,920
Bridges—New 3,920

Total Rouds and Bridges ...
Miscellaneous
Public Buildings, efc.—
Schools and Quarters ... - .. 82,998
Hospitals and Quarantive - e 11,909
Guols and Quarters ... 1,142
Police Stations, etc. ... 7,946
Court Houses, ete. 3,308
Lang Offices, etc. 1,619
Mechanics’ Instltubes Hd,lls, et.c 4,250
Harbours and Jetties, ete. L. 28,147
Victoria Quay ... 15000
Varions Buildings, et(. ... 46,150
Railways—
Relaymyg Great Southern Railway ...
Total Works and Buildings
Sundry Grants, etc.—

Hospitals aud Benevolent ... . 6,595

Exhibitions 150

Fire Brigades ... 7,000

National Grants .. 80

Cemeteries . . ver .. 800

Chamber of ‘\Jfbnut'a.ctures 100

Parks and Recreation Grounds 4,000

Land for Schools 2,500

Land for Trades Hall and G‘rl ant ... 2,000

Public Libraries . 3.950

W.A. Museum and Art Gallery .. 3,800

Zoological Gardens . . e 3,600

Mechanics’' [nstitutes 2,000

Literary and Scientific ... 225

Commonwealth—Grant towards Survevs a.ncl

Boring. Cockburn Sound 1,000

Various ; .. .. 200

Total General Expenditure

£ £

1.184.449

18,000
70,637
3,570
152,469
12,500

241,176

38,000

£1,481,625
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[Return No. 6.]
Loan Authorisations and Flolations.
£ £
Authorisations to 30th June, 1911 L. 25,627,258
D(L f()r ]911'12 wan Ve ere 2pl-42’m0
Total Authorisations ... ... .. 27,769,253
Flotations—
(General Loans .. 20,038,258
Local Debentures ... 246,100
Local Inseribed Stock .. 4,608,900 "
Treasury Bills 973,070
—_ . 26,764,323
Bulance available for Flotation £1,004,930
Actual Loan Indebledness—
Gross Debt ns on 30th June, 1912 .. 24177253
Flotation during year ... o 2,587,070
———— 26,704,323
Less—
Bonds redecmed ... . 480,8¢
Sinking Fund (as on 31st Mam,h) . 29187

~- £ 3,399,534

Net Indebtedness ... ... £43 364,789

Net. Public Debt per hend of population on 30th June, 1912 £77 5 11
Deo. do. do. do. 1911 73 710
Net Public Debt less unexpended balunce of Loan Money pm
head of population on SOth June, 1912 . 7321
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[Return No. 7.1
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Loin Flotatiuns -wid Bzpenditure.,

Works nnd Survices. Flotations, Cn:]?t::lin .
B £

Ruilways and Tramways 14,723,177 13.423,394
Hurbours and Rivers 3,227,699 2,919,635
Goldfields Water Scheme 2,903,078 2,689,823
Water Supply Generally 342,826 303,370
Seweruge .. . 662,946 605,882
Erection of Smte Ba.t.t.erlas . ; . l 229,332 |7 212,770
Develnpment of Groldfields and Mmerﬂ.] Resourcﬁs .- 1,276,284 "1,151,144
Development of Agr iculture 1 1,848,955 1,833,184
Telegraphs | .. 276,721 269,308
Roads and B'l‘ld"i‘h " 343,581 262,874
Public Bm]dmgs 611,278 551,645
Tmmigrution 102,869 43,863
Miscellaneons 215,627 110,254

26,764, "!‘)‘3 24 877 655
Cost of R.l.lsmg . 1,119,369
Unexpended 'B'ml‘mce .- 1,267.299

26,764,323 2,764,323

Lo, lf'qu.mhhm jor 1911-12, cmn;pu‘wd with, previvis qem

U ndart.n.kmgs.

Railwuys, including Land Resumpt.lon
Fremuntte Horbour Works .
Fremunile Dock and Slip
Hurbours and Rivers generally
St‘\VQI‘.LgL‘—Pel'th and Fremantle

Water Supply ...
Development of Goldficlds
Development, of Agricunltture
Immigrution
Public Buildings
Roads and Br 1dges
Sundries ...

Totuls

Loan Expenditure per hend of menn population

| iwrt-z, 191011,

£ £
1,320,309 750,449
35,813 H3.754
80,842 48,168
69,109 69,429
93,572 95,811
31,417 17,6596
92,345 32,960
362,406 196,374
96,805 78,425
9,707 52,945
23,106 52,296
12,121 34,783
2,309,552 1.503,090
£5 610

£7 16 11
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| Return No. 8.]

Trade, Production, Population, elv.

Railway Revenue
Raitlway Mileage
Wool produced (exported)

1909-16. 1910-11.

I1-12.

. £1,649,397 £1858914 £1,896,579

2,145 2,376
£D69.904 £1,047,456

*Wheat produced ... (bushels)  5,602.368  5.807,540

*Hay produced

Gold produced .-
Timber produced {expor th)
Coal produced. ..
Other Minerals (upmt(,cl)
tNumber Sheep

tNumber Cnttle

+Number Borses

Aven of hsnd selected...

Aren of land lensed

#+ Area of land for cultivation
*Area of land for crop
Tonnage Shipping, Inwards. ..
Tonnage Shippivg, Ountwards
Bxports .
Imports .

Savings Bd.lll\ & D(—"POSltb
Saviugs Bani’s Withdruwals
Excess of Arrivals over Departures
Population

.o(tond) © 195,182 178,891

.. £6,553,314 £6,003,789
£907,702  £932.800
£114,487  .£104,016
L326471  £155277
4,731,737 5,158,516

793,217 825,040
125,315 134,114

... (neves) 1,904,780 1,922,112
... (neres) 10.330,373 9,314,310
... (acres} 4,685,607 5,309,832
Lo (wereg) 722,086 55,024

2,279,852 2,408,803
2,271,879 2,419,078

2 5905
£1,008,858
4,358,904
290,695
£5,634,004
£1,001,593
£121,109
£150,490
5.411,542
843,638
140,277
1,973,565
11,595,445
5,651,134
1,072,653
2,597,156
2,615,953

.. £8,576,659 £8,177,272 £10,443,570

.. £6,93273]1 £5,450,855
.. £3,400,009 £3,170,345
.. £2,070,776 £2,667.377
2,691 12.013

§ 971,162 287,855

£9,283,722
£3,504,621
£3,316,111
9,319
302,271

* Years ended 28th February, 1910 aud 1811,

t Yeors cuded dlst Decewsher, 1909, 1910, and 1811,
1 Aren cropped, cloured, fallowed, ringlarked, cte. § An on ii0th Jfune,
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Showing Estimated and Actuad Position of the Consolidated Revenune Fund from lat July, 1904, to 30th June, 1912.

Year endiug—

30th June, 1905

Do.
Do.
Do.

1904
1807
1808
1968
1810
1911

1912

| Commencing Balance.

Estimated Year's
Transnctious,

Actunl Yenr's
Transactions.

Estimated Bolauce,

Actun! Balanee,

Sirplus. Defleit. Excess. | Shortage, | Excess, | Shortage. | Surplus. | Defleir. Surplus. | Deficit,
.
i £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 2
.. | 83363 . -y 135,360 129 R84 52,204 46,621
. i 46,521 85,833 73,379 182,356 119,900
R 119,900 | 3,514 88,829 114,386 208,729
; 208,729 77,818 2,465 286,047 211,094
e 211,094 2,526 101,537 208,568 312,631
. 212,681 | 60,161 209,830 252,450 102,892
: 102,692 | 104,001 115,991 1,809 13,299
13,200 117,651 184,409 104,362 121,110

09cg

A anassy]
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2561

Revenue and Euxpenditure, Ist July, 1905, to 30th June, 1912.- —Stutement showing Monthly Totals, olso Surplus or Deficit.

Mouth,

1905, July
August
Septewmber
October
Novewher
Deceber

-January
Fehrnary
March
April
May
June
July
Aungust
September
Qetober
November
December

1W07. —January

Fabruary
Macch
April
May
June
July
August

[RL A1V

Septemher .

October
November
December
1904.—January
Februaty
March
April
May
June
July
Augusl
September
Octoher
November
December
1909.—January
Februavy
March
April
May
June
July
Aungust
Septembor
October
November
December
1910.—January
February
March
April
May
June
July
Aungust
September
Qctoher
November
Deaccember
1911.—January
Fehruary
March
April
May
June
July
Aungust

September

October

Novemher

BDecember
1912, —Januxry

Febraary

March

April

May

June

Estimated
Detleit
| or Snrplus.

£ 5.

Dr. lnz,:].;:é U 0

Dr. 116,386 0 O

Dr. 286,047 0 U |

Dr. 208508 0 0

Dr 252130 0 U

Cr. 3w 00

e | ..
LD 10sEse 0 0

Aceumulated
Revenue, Expenditure. Surplus. Dheticit, ' — — e —
. Surplus, Deflcit.
r T

IS s d. o 5. d, IS s d. £ s, ! £ s, d. L s, 4l
196,425 10 0 218659 6 0 20240 16 L 66,751 17 4
2TLGM 11 6 2U2836 11 7 2,04 0 1 R oit) B I
318,699 11 10 2942489 13 3 A 165 - - G2 |
283,519 15 8 301,244 13+ 0 17,800 18 & | | SUBHL 19 L
272,531 19 4, 41578+ 5 8 13,252 3 1 124,004 5 &
313,726 5 -l‘ 255,60 16 1 SMI21 403 63,972 16 0
430,066 9 L1 | 288,118 10 9 LY 1 2 24,024 16 10
278,824 17 @ 2874346 0 8 012 3 2 43,037 0 0
3422011 10 3 295,075 15 2 2832 12 . 204 T 11
206,277 14 0 A0L,738 1 4 . 10,460 10 -1 TN, b4 18 3
279036 3 2 302682 19 6 84,626 16 o220l 14 7
o370 702 12,978 16 1 17,608 7 11 119900 2 ¢
200,687 10 11 211,004 17 3 10397 6 130,297 8§ 10
289,468 10 11 | 250,624 7 | 154 L6 2 | 130462 5 0
294,664 16 1 280,62 17 8 10D IS 7 | R R T 7 A
237,608 9 10 AW3,021 5 11 1,417 16 1. I U
264,447 17 3 310,472 17 3 16,025 0 2 po200,904 2 K
427,61 75 . 250,967 17 2 TG 10 3 139256 12 A
290,111 6 8 279,190 10 O 10,920 16 8 128335 15 9
261688 12 2 266,086 2 03 0T 10 3 133,334 ¢ 0
J0£926 16 10 302,541 14 3 2485 3 5 130948 2 ¥
279,968 10 ¥ 277,740 18 2 2,223 12 | . 128,724 10 6
250,03t 6 O apR22 B 5 s, 778 19 214,002 13 11
440,122 14 7 3¥54M 02 9 L7741 10 . | 208,728 12 )
190,005 15 9 201,909 17 1,964 1 ¢ 220,632 3 5
271,813 11 11 268,599 13 0 3,218 18 1l COZITALN LG
J02,898 6 7 206,705 6 2 46,148 F 5 'OIRL2T0 18 ]
254507 4 10 204618 2 4 40,110 17 6 221,381 10 7
233,420 18 5! 259,274 1% o 385 1 1 227235 11 R
327,130 7 9 270,824 0 10 56,306 & 11 { L170920 4+ 9
205,084 6 2| 267,205 7 2 31,285 19 O ! YO139640 5 O
290745 8 9 ' 270,172 11 ¢ 827 2 4 . 148,067 8 G
316285 7 7 289,815 16 10 i 26468 1D . vOI21 509 16 9
280,273 4 51 BUK 41 11 5 ! 28,168 7 0O 149,766 3 O
265,317 9 9 203,286 11 10 27,069 2 1 177,735 5 10
345,653 10 10 | 379,011 17 10, 3358 7 0 211,003 12 10
161,619 11 6 208378 5 L | 47,768 1% T 238,852 6 5
292,142 0 & 2BOA03 15 6 28,811 16 2 287,164 1 7
ARTRS T U 281,111 L 8 G ISE 210 2E0GTH I8 U
230,745 7 4 d0L626 6 1 TORHG 15 9| 451,560 17 8
257,456 15 8 257543 3 3 13 12 5 | HET Y YR |
306,670 10 11 PR2281 8 7 24480 2 4 428,758 2 0
268,716 12 2 260170 53 8 ' SR I AT 327,211 16 4
257,521 17 2 263445 13 1] 38924 16 9 | #3316 13 0
320400 4 3 2EZE05 3 4 4vA43 0 6 | 205,54 12 @&
270,267 1 1 310,883 10 10 " 40,616 9 1% COB8G1BR 203
244,919 8 10 205705 7 11 19,785 19 1 | 385,94 1 4
408,158 4 3, 334816 0 2 TR 4 ;12680 17 4
153,790 10 3, 210,740 6 2 30,946 15 11 369,675 13 2
254,424 17 9, 281,345 5 O 26510 8 0 306,086 1 2
335597 13 2 204,848 8§ 0O 66,748 5 2 329,337 16 0O
2400003 18 10 - 292,911 10 1] 32005 12t 382,243 8 )
2741 6 10 265430 12 8 8,717 14 2 373,525 13 11
30010 17 3, 2318634 9 & 62,457 T 9 COAILI4R 6 U
315017 7 5 27484 B 3 41,682 19 2 'i 260560 7 0
207,500 15 6 281,107 15 10 16,485 15 8 V253,074 10 4
353,819 18 11 286,184 9 7 67,660 ¥ 4 185,419 1 O
293,330 & 4 428521 19 ¥ 345,101 11+ 22061lu 12 4
283,881 2 10 207742 5 4 L8612 6 234471 4 10
4,718 2 3 Wems 2 90 11 IIs 1 6 102,692 5 4
169,020 18 3 200945 10 & 10,924 12 5 143,616 17 9
272,367 5 2 2H2,682 8 8 10,316 4 6 ' 1a3,432 1 3
A5 L o UR2,7560 O 08 GOM36 16 2 l | 54005 5 1
278,541 3 L1 300,982 O 4 B,041 5 5 c 115236 1o 8
321,100 5 1 288851 T 11 $2,257 17 2 ! I 62975 13 4
322046 K 4 2UL6KY 18 2 220356 10 3 I 1a6.477 16 11
270,543 17 9 208806 O 1 2862 11 41 RIS 5 T
23,002 14 7 317,3H 17 6 43382 2 11 94798 2 &
3LEA10 12 0 BI,7H2 T 4 15,365 146 4 367 7T 4
244642 2 B 341,393 5 8 w6t 2 7 17,383 15 3
317,759 12 10 348,241 5 4 048] 12 6 47,865 7 9
479,136 % 6 417,972 0O 3 H1,164 3 3 O LL2OR 1IH 6
182,851 1K 11 212,240 16 6 39397 17 7 HWU80 2 1
208,675 16 10 - 330,807 3 10 2131 T 0 "o78230 9 1
460,287 2 3. 320,050 19 3 40,236 3 2, 28904 5 11
287,523 7 O 437 HE1 9 7 A0338 2 7 79,332 8 6
300598 15 7 A37,046 18 10 I (X2 S ] 115,785 11 9
428198 3 10 30,040 3 2 12,361 19 4 128,147 11 |
BO8808 0 5 320398 3 2 20500 2 0 148,737 13 10
230,935 16 3 344,695 3 4 2,040 11 11 MG,697 111
A%L012 4 B, #7373+ 12 2 10,277 12 1+ 136,419 9 7
10,187 11 6 ° 333,300 12 O 23,122 (U 6 169,641 10 1
344481 13 2 367,638 4 & 23.171 11 2 182,713 1 3
515,137 10 11| 453535 0 9 61,602 10 2 121,010 11 1

By Authority : FRED. Wi, S1MP8S8ON, E.iorernmem. l‘:—-lm.e]_ Perih_.



